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I hope you will acquit me of any intention 
of suggesting that the Lancashire Division of 
the N.V.M.A. is the one Society which specially 
needs a paper on professional conduct! 

I was glad to accept the invitation of your 
Secretary to read a paper on some aspect of 
veterinary jurisprudence, and I ventured to 
suggest a few suitable topics. When finally it 
was agreed that I should speak on that part 
of the work of the Registration Committee 
which deals with professional conduct, it did 
not strike me, as it has repeatedly done since, 
that it was a doubtful compliment to pay to 
a Society that has sent so many members to 
Red Lion Square and has so big a represen- 
tation on the present Council. 

I hope, however, it may be found useful, even 
if it is not very interesting, to discuss some 
aspects of professional conduct, to examine the 
origin of the rules that have been evolved, and 
to consider the machinery that we possess for 
seeing that the rules are kept. 

From the time of Hippocrates those who 
professed the art of healing have felt them- 
selves bound to aim at the ideal he set for his 
pupils. Not only Physicians, but members of 
the crafts who banded themselves into societies 
or guilds had their rules governing the conduct 
of members. In the Ordinance granted in 1356 
to our predecessors, the Farriers of London, it 
was stipulated that the masters of the trade 
should well and loyally advise those who should 
ask counsel of them as well in the purchase 
of horses as in their cure, and provision was 
made for the punishment of offenders. The 
origin of such rules is probably this. Men who 
are employed by a master are under his discip- 
line; they receive orders from him, he knows 
how the work should be done, and can dismiss 
them if he is not satisfied with their work or 
conduct. But when a man exercises a special 
craft or calling and serves the public on his 
own account, his clients are not in a position 
to criticise the way he does his work or the 
quality of the services he renders. They could 
only look to the guilds to control the behaviour 
of their members and toseethat they maintained 
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reputable conduct. The 
members on their part, proud of 
their association with the guild, strove in 
emulation one with another to become more 
and more expert in their craft. 

Francis Bacon put this principle very suc- 
cinctly as it applies to professions when he 
said: “ I hold every man a debtor to his profes- 
sion from the which as men of course do seek 
countenance and profit, so ought they of duty 
to endeavour themselves by way of amends to 
be a help and ornament thereto.” 

The history of the growth of the present 
body of rules regarding professional conduct in 
the veterinary profession is, I think, specially 
interesting, for it not only explains the circum- 
stances which called them forth and shaped 
their present form, but also helps to show what 
modifications may be necessary as circum- 
stances change. 

In our first Charter of 1844 no power was 
given to the Council to regulate professional 
conduct, but it was known at the time that an 
Act of Parliament would be necessary to con- 
firm and supplement the powers granted by the 
Charter. Unfortunately the secession of the 
Scottish School left the profession rent in twain 
until 1879 and effectively prevented the secur- 
ing of any protecting Statute. Not until, by 
agreement with the Highland and Agricultural 
Society in 1879, the breach was healed was it 
possible to proceed to obtain an Act of Parlia- 
ment, so that it is little more than half a 
century since the status of the profession was 
legally affirmed. Section 6 of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act of 1881 gives the Council control 
over the conduct of the profession, by providing 
power to strike off the Register the name of 
any member who has been found guilty of a 
misdemeanour or higher offence or who “is 
shown to have been guilty .... of any conduct 
disgraceful to him in a professional respect.” 

The Act gives no definition of what is to be 
considered disgraceful conduct and the Council 
does not seem to have been in any hurry to 
lay down rules on the matter. Indeed, it was 
not until after the establishment of The 
Veterinary Record by Mr. Hunting in 1888 that 
representations began to be made to the Council 
that unprofessional advertising by members ‘ 
should be prohibited. 

So far as I have been able to discover, the 
first clear call to the Council to take steps to 
deal with the matter was in a paper written 
by Mr. Roalfe Cox and delivered to the 
Central Veterinary Society in December, 1888. 
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He alleged that the current newspapers teemed 
with members’ advertisements of powders and 
cow-drinks and that circulars by the thousand 
were distributed from house to house. 

In January, 1889, the Editor of The 
Veterinary Record pointed out in an editorial 
article that the Council had the power to re- 
move the name of a member who had been 
guilty of conduct disgraceful in a professional 
respect, and concluded by saying “ our object 
is _... to ask the profession to try and define 
what is and what is not disgraceful profes- 
sional conduct.” He suggested that covering, 
advertising and touting would soon have to be 
dealt with. 

The next year, in April, 1890, Mr. Roalfe 
Cox moved in Couricil the following motion, 
which was carried :— 

“(1) That with a view to maintain the 
dignity of the veterinary profession this 
College take means to regulate the profes- 
sional conduct of its members. 

“ (2) For the guidance of this College 
that means be taken forthwith to ascer- 
tain what provisions with regard to their 
members respectively have been estab- 
lished by the Royal College of Surgeons and 
the Royal College of Physicians, the 
Society of Apothecaries, and the Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

“ (3) That means be taken forthwith by 
this College to acquire full power, if it 
has not now full power, to determine ques- 
tions of proper professional conduct on the 
part of its present and future members, 


and power also to create and enforce 
penalties for infringement or breach 
thereof.” 


You see how little the Council seems to have 
known about the powers it had already 
possessed for nine years. I notice that Mr. Wm. 
Woods, of Wigan, was present at that meeting. 
His son, who is happily with us to-day, had 
been qualified for nine years and was about to 
be made an Examiner, a post which he still 
holds. I mention this to show how very recent 
in our history are the rules regarding profes- 
sional conduct. 

The first Bye-law on advertising was not, in 
fact, promulgated until May, 1895—exactly 40 
years ago. The Bye-law against covering was 
passed in February, 1896, and in 1899 the 
Bye-law against acvertising was altered to its 

present form. These were the only Bye-laws on 

the matter which were in existence when I 
took up my duties at the beginning of 1907, 
now 28 years ago. We have since added Bye- 
laws prohibiting the giving of testimonials to 
proprietary remedies and appliances, canvass- 
ing or touting, and meeting an unqualified 
person in consultation. 

The first work of the Council under the Act 














of 1881 had been the registration of “ existing 
practitioners,” f.e., men who had been in prac- 
tice for five years before 1881, but who held no 
diploma. Nearly 1,000 names were registered, 
including those of men who had been to college 
but had never passed the examinations, and at 
the other extreme men who were farriers and 
cowleeches with no veterinary training. There 
were many pessimistic forebodings in the pro- 
fession as to the effect of this provision of the 
Act, and it cannot be said that the inclusion 
in the profession of 30 per cent. of empirics 
tended to enhance its reputation. The work of 
registration had been committed to a Regis- 
tration Committee. By 1884 this committee was 
considering complaints against unregistered 
persons, and it is not too much to say that it 
took years of work before the country was 
cleared of men who, though unregistered, 
carried on in spite of the Act some sort of 
veterinary practice and used titles like V.S., 
Vet., Veterinary (variously spelled), or even 
Veterinary Surgeon. 

In parenthesis I should mention that in 1888 
it was decided that the Registration Committee 
should be empowered to act on behalf of the 
Council in all complaints brought before it, so 
as to save time, and, with the idea of regular- 
ising this, a clause was inserted in the 1892 
Charter authorising the Council to delegate to 
the committee the power to institute proceed- 
ings in their name and on their behalf and 
without reference to them, and to use the 
Common Seal for the purpose. 

This was clearly ultra vires the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act, but the point seems to have been 
overlooked at the time. In the Supplemental 
Charter of 1914, however, the power was 
cancelled and revoked. 

Section 8 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 
provides that any question of the removal of 
a name from, or the restoration of a name to, 
the Register shall be considered by a com- 
mittee of the Council, and that the powers of 
the committee shall be exercisable by not less 
than three members. The co ittee which does 
this work, and also that—of ®onsidering com- 
plaints against unregistered persons is the 
Registration Committee. At first the Registra- 
tion Committee was a small committee, as con- 
templated by the Act, but I fear the provision 
of the Section “that the Report of the com- 
mittee after hearing the person concerned shall 
be conclusive as to the facts but so that the 
Council shall form their own judgment on the 
case independently of the opinion of the com- 
mittee,” was not properly carried out. 

It is intended, presumably, that the com- 
mittee’s report should explain everything that 
is necessary to enable the Council to come to 
an independent judgment on the case, in the 
same way that a judge would sum up to a 
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jury, leaving the jury to give its verdict on 
the facts. Unless this prevision were loyally 
observed it is easy to see that injustice might 
be done. But the committee never seems in 
those early days to have taken pains to set 
out its findings with the necessary detail. 
Since 1902, however, with a view to ensuring 
that every member of Council should be 
ucquainted with the facts. the Registration 
Committee has consisted of all the members of 
Council. But in adopting this method we have 
made the same members both the judge and 
the jury. The members of Council on one day 
act as the judge, ascertaining and stuuming up 
the facts to submit on the following day to the 
jury, namely. themselves as members — of 
Council, for their independent decision. 

In practice you would think that by the time 
the case reached the Council the decision would 
be cut and dried, but in fact it is not at all 
infrequent that the members who meet as 
Council come to a different decision from. that 
reached by the same members when they met 
aus the Registration Committee, 

Let us now come to consider the Bye-laws 
governing professional conduct. The first) pro- 
hibition is that of advertising. When the 
Bye-laws were passed there were plenty of 
gross cases of advertising, and the committee, 
ufter several years’ work, succeeded in reduc- 
ing the number of these considerably. No doubt 
also the gradual awakening of the profession 
to the importance of maintaining a high stan- 
dard of conduct has contributed to this reduc- 
tfon. Nowadays there are comparatively few 
cases of deliberate advertising. Mr. A. will 
Write to say that Mr. B. has got his photograph 
in some lay paper with an editerial putt: or 
that he is advertising the sale of a dog in the 
local newspaper with M.R.CLVLS. after his 
hame, or that he has a very big signboard in 
front of his premises. The accused, in reply 
to an enquiry from the Registrar, will usually 
say that he was never so surprised in his life 
as when he saw his photo in the paper, and 
that he had given no authority for the 
editorial pulf; or that he did not instruct the 
advertisement manager to put his letters after 
his name: or that his signboard is net nearly 


us big as plenty of others in the same district. - 


If the complainant has furnished evidence of 
the offence, and the answer of the accused is 
hot quite satisfactory, the case goes to the 
Registration Committee for consideration. It is 
very rare, however, for a member to be con- 
tumacious and to refuse to give an undertaking 
that any offence brought to his notice shall be 
discontinued. On the other hand. I think it 
is true that many offences are not reported to 
the Registrar. There are. still in) existence 
Inany unprofessional signboards to be seen up 
and down the country which would be more 





in keeping with a trade than a profession, 
The Council has indicated to the profession 
that a board or name-plate should not be larger 
than is necessary to indicate the whereabouts 
of the veterinary surgeon to someone who is 
seeking him. Anything beyond this is felt) to 
be of the nature of an advertisement, 

Another very common form of advertising is 
the use of letters after MORLCLVLS. or FLRLCLVLS. 
My correspondence files | contain numerous 
examples oof  MLRIIVSL. oor) MLRLCLYVLS. 
Lond., as well as FLELVMLS., FLC.VLS.. and so 
on. Tt has been pointed out for half a century 
that MLRLLVAS. cannot be qualified by the use 
of the letter ° L.° or the abbreviation “ Lond.” 
and that FLELVIMLS.. ete. are not additional 
academic qualifications, These agglomerations 
of letters still continue. But can anybody say 
that they are not of the very essence of adver- 
tising’ They are used for sole) purpose of 
Inaking the pharisaie suggestion to the public: 
‘Tam not as other men are. Mr. A. is) only 
M.R.LVLS.. Tam M.R.GLV.S. Lond., or Tam 
also FLELVIMELS. These extra letters are merely 
used to dupe an ignorant public and they savour 
of the mountebank of the market-place. If 
there are members who have committed this 
error, not wilfully but thoughtlessty, it) is not 
out of place for me to show, by this plain 
speaking, how their action can be interpreted, 

In the majority of cases of complaint, a 
reasonable letter from the Registrar usually 
results in the offence being discontinued, As I 
have already said, there are in fact very few 
veterinary surgeons who would wilfully flout 
the expressed wishes of the Registration Com- 
Inittee, 

On the matter of principle, however, T think 
our Bye-law regarding advertising needs revi- 
sion. In its present form it prohibits all adver- 
tising without exception. But the Registration 
Committee allows the names of veterinary 
surgeons to appear in local directories, provided 
they are not printed in special type but appear 
ina uniform list. even ifja stall fee is charged 
for the insertion. Tt has also approved of the 
hames and addresses of veterinary surgeons 
who take part in the provision of treatment of 
sick animals of the poor toe be advertised, 
Nor is objection offered to the agmouncement 
of the opening of a new practice so long as it 
is restricted to the bare facts. These are quite 
iaportant exceptions which ought to be pro- 
vided for, and T have set them all out in the 
Handbook, but in another respect the Bye-law 
is too rigid. Tn its present form it} would cover 
the case oof advertising of any kind by oa 
member who was not in practice, or adver- 
tising in The Veterinary Record. he similar 
Bye-law of the General Medical Couneil limits 
the prohibition of advertisements “for the 
purpose of obtaining patients or promoting the 
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practitioner’s own professional advantage,” and 
I think it is quite true to say that the Regis- 
tration Committee has had that principle in 
mind when dealing with complaints of adver- 
tising. A complaint made against a whole-time 
officer, for example, that he had given a lecture 
and that his name and photograph and qualifi- 
cations had been advertised by poster would, I 
think, be dealt with on the principle that the 
advertisement was in the public interest rather 
than in the member's own private’ interest. 
Publicity which is really publicity of the pro- 
fession as a whole or publicity given to the 
work of some public veterinary service ought 
not to be prohibited. T am one of those who 
think that the public needs to be made better 
aware than they are at present of the standing 
of the veterinary profession and of the impor- 
tant services which its members, and they 
alone, can render. 

A question which is still under consideration 
is the advertising of boarding hospitals and 
kennels owned by veterinary surgeons. There 
are hundreds of boarding kennels owned by 
laymen and advertised as under veterinary 
supervision. Wherever these advertisements 
are brought to the Registrar’s notice he endea- 
vours to ascertain who is the’ veterinary 
surgeon and how often he visits the kennels, 
In some cases there is no answer, probably for 
the reason that no veterinary surgeon in reality 
attends, and in such cases it is the Registrar’s 
duty to get the erroneous advertisement 
stopped if possible. In a recent case where a 
member did attend, but only once a month, the 
Registration Committee held that that was not 
sufficient to warrant an advertisement that the 
kennels were under veterinary supervision. 
The member was informed that to warrant 
such a claim there should be regular and 
frequent visits at the veterinary surgeon’s own 
discretion, the frequency of the visits depending 
on the number of animals admitted. 

But when the veterinary surgeon himself 
owns the kennels, may hé advertise them’? No 
rules have been laid down as yet to cover’ this 
point. It is argued on the one hand that the 
public ought to have some means of knowing 
whether the place they choose for their dog or 
cat is run on proper lines by qualified people, 
and as there are so many plausible advertise- 
ments to catch their eyes and lead them to 
kennels run by so-called canine specialists, that 
sone means should be devised for advertising 
properly-equipped boarding kennels run by 
veterinary surgeons. As against this, it is easy 
to see that to advertise his kennels would be 
un excellent indirect advertisement of the prac- 
titioner. On the whole, I incline to the view 
that veterinary surgeons should not advertise 
their kennels. Boarding kennels are run either 
as a purely business venture, in which case 
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they should not be advertised with the name 
and qualifications of the practitioner, or they 
are run for the convenience of his clients, in 
which case they are part of his practice just 
ws much as his surgery is, and should no more 
be advertised than the rest of his practice. 
I must not, however, anticipate the decision of 
the Registration Committee. 

The next section of the Bye-law deals with 
touting or canvassing for practice, and though 
there are not as many complaints under this 
head as under the head of advertising, it is 
more diflicult to obtain proper evidence. In 
cases of this kind the only available evidence 
as a rule is that of the client himself. But you 
can imagine how difficult it would be to try a 
case of this kind and to get the client to 
attend at Red Lion Square to give evidence 
of the touting. Indeed, it is only rarely that a 
case of this nature can be properly investi- 
gated. The committee has been asked to make 
enquiries on the spot, but no one has yet 
indicated where the cost of holding such en- 
quiries is to come from. It would mean 
increasing the staff of the Council; it would 
mean finding members with time to spare who 
would be willing to undertake the work of 
hearing Witnesses. Legal assistance would be 
required to marshal the evidence, and beyond 
all this there is the fatal defect that the 
witnesses could not be put on oath. 

In practice, what happens is this. <A part- 
nership is dissolved and one partner afterwards 
accuses the other of canvassing the clients of 
the other. Or an assistant who has not signed 
a bond may be dismissed and then accused of 
canvassing for practice in the same district. 
The accused member's reply to an enquiry for 
his observations may be that he met the client, 
who asked him where he was now living and 
that he thereupon gave him his card. Who is 
to say that the client may not prefer the 
ministrations of the accused member? Members 
of the public have a right to choose the prac- 
titioner who suits them. So that in cases of 
this kind the inquiry usually takes the course 
of a series of letters between the Registrar 
and the two parties, and I am glad to say 
that frequently good sense prevails in the end. 
The Registrar has always to bear in mind that 
if the matter does come to a formal inquiry 
before the Registration Committee, his presen- 
tation of the case shall not show evidence of 
bias in favour of either of the parties. 

The offence of covering is apparently not 
now so rife as it once was. Formerly many 
veterinary surgeons employed an unqualified 
assistant and allowed him to do work which 
required professional Knowledge and _— skill. 
There may even still be cases where an old 
servant has been retained who in an emergency 
will be fit to undertake first-aid treatment. 
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There are also, I believe. cases where unquali- 
tied assistants are kept who carry on the 
practice in the absence of the principal, or 
manage a branch practice, This state of affairs, 
though known to many members of the profes- 
sion, is not known to the Registration Com- 
mittee because no complaint has been made, or 
if a complaint has been made no evidence has 
been forthcoming making out a prima facie 
ease for the committee to investigate. It is no 
use merely to assert that Mr. C. employs his 
unqualified son and allows him to attend cases. 
The Registration Committee cannot intervene 


with any shadow of right unless it has evi- 
dence to show that a definite breach of the 


Bye-laws is being committed. This is perhaps 
the most serious of all offences against profes- 
sional etiquette, for it is a sure way to create 
an empiric, and the multiplication of empirics 
carrying on veterinary practice can only reduce 
the demand for qualified men. 

An analogous offence is meeting an unquali- 
fied person in consultation. There are occa- 
sional rumours that this offence has been 
committed, and it is of course an essential 
ingredient in the offence of covering. But it is 
less likely to occur than formerly, for the gulf 
between the qualified and the unqualified prac- 
titioner has never been greater than it is to-day. 
The possibility of the offence is not, however, 
so remote as to warrant the deletion of the 
Bye-law, but if a complaint is made it is ex- 
tremely difficult to produce © satisfactory 
evidence of the offence such as warrants action 
by the Registration Committee. 

In this, as in the other instances, the 
enlightened good sense of the profession is its 
best safeguard. The growth of the sense of 
solidarity, that what is good for the profession 
us a whole is best also for the individual, is 
of far more effect than the prohibitions of the 
Bye-laws, 

There remains te consider only the offence 
of giving testimonials in respect of proprietary 
remedies or appliances. The methods of some 
business firms in obtaining so-called testimonials 
for their products are very reprehensible. A 
member has only to say to a representative 
that he had tried and had been satisfied with 
some product or another, for the firm to publish 
in their advertisements what purports to be a 
letter of testimonial or a certificate duly 
signed by the member, with his qualifications. 
This is the usual result of the inquiries made 
after a complaint under this head. 

Besides the questions of professional conduct 
Which come within the definitions of the Bye- 
laws, it is specifically stated that the Council 
will consider every complaint made against a 
veterinary surgeon on its merits, and that the 
Council is itself the final authority to decide 
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what is and what is not unprofessional conduct 
within the meaning of the Act. This statement 
is based on the decision of Mr. Justice Lopes 
in the case of Allinson v. the General Medical 
Council (1894) 1 Q.B. 750, CLA. at p. 765, which 
reads: “If it is shown that a medical man in 
the pursuit of his prefession has done some- 
thing with regard to it which would be reason- 
ably regarded as disgraceful and dishonourable 
by his professional brethren of good repute and 
competency, then it is open to the General 
Medical Council to say that he has been guilty 
of infamous conduct in a professional respect.” 
That is to say, the law leaves it to the General 
Medical Council, and by analogy to the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
to determine what is conduct disgraceful in a 
professional respect. 

The Annual Report of the College, which is 
being issued to-day, shows that 384 complaints 


‘ame before the Registration Committee last 
year. These included 14 for advertising, five 


for covering. three for canvassing, two for road 
traflic offences, and one each for the following : 


breach of the Dangerous Drug Regulations; 
issuing a criminal libel against another 


member; dereliction of duty under the Animals 
Notification of Disease Order; use of title 
“Canine Specialist ’; visiting boarding kennels 
owned by a layman and advertised as under 
veterinary supervision; contributing articles to 
a lay newspaper giving advice as to operations 
and treatment. Only the last-mentioned case, 
the consideration of which lasted nine months, 
was of such seriousness as to warrant the 
removal of the member's name from the 
Register. In that case, too, the Council did not 
immediately pass judgment on the offending 
member, but gave him six months in which to 
show that he was disposed to discontinue the 
offence. 

I have given you, I think, a general idea of 
the work of the Registration Committee, but 
there are hundreds of other enquiries about 
professional conduct which the Registrar ven- 
tures to attend to himself, usually because they 
ure not matters dealt with by the Bye-laws, 
and are urgent. An assistant has, for example, 
refused to sign a bond and after five or six 
months he is found to be unsatisfactory and 
the principal wants to get rid of him. What is 
he to do? As there is no bond the assistant may 
start in practice in the same town or district, 
and that is why the dismissal has been post- 
poned. The Registrar can only answer that 
there is no remedy, but he can also write to 
the assistant to point out what is expected of 
un honourable member of the profession. 
Generally speaking, if an employer makes it a 
condition that his assistants must sign a bond 
not to practise in the immediate neighbourhood 
after the termination of their appointment, he 
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should refuse to pay the first salary until the 
bond is signed. 

Another complaint may be that a member 
has undertaken to take over the practice of 
the late Mr. X, and to pay so much for it) by 
instalments. He has not paid any money, and 
the executors want to know what their position 
is. This is not a matter for the Registration 
Committee, but for a solicitor. The Registrar can 
only do what is possible to bring the delinquent 
to a sense of what is due from him as a 
member of an honourable profession, 

The work of the Registration Comunittee is 
regulated by standing orders, which, however, 
ure not invoked unless a prima facie case of 
disgraceful conduct has been made out, and the 
accused member is called upon to appear before 
the committee to answer the charge. The 
machinery provided by the Statute is, however, 
very defective. The committee cannot compel 
Witnesses to attend; if they attend it) cannot 
put them on oath, or cven pay their expenses. 
It cannot award costs against an unsuccessful 
compliinant or against a member convicted of 
an offence, These are very serious defects, and 
the fact that they exist makes it all the more 
important that there should be spread among 
the profession the spirit) expressed in the 
College Motto, Vis Unila Fortior. That country 
is best governed where the people are so 
enlightened as not to need repression by police 
or inilitary, and that profession is best governed 
Where its members willingly accept the code of 
professional honour which is expected of a bods 
of gentlemen It is therefore an excellent 
augury for the future that the coming genera- 
tion of graduates are to receive instruction in 
these matters, for “as the twig is bent the tree 
is inclined“: if they begin with high ideals of 
professional behaviour, the work of the Regis- 
tration Committee will gradually become a 
sinecure, 

Discussion 

The discussion was opened by Mr. C.F. 
SHAWCROSS, who said: ’ 

When the President asked me _ several days 
ago to open this discussion I was somewhat 
reluctant to do so because [T was under the 
impression that there could not be much _ to 
discuss under the heading of * Professional 
Conduct.” 

I must confess that I had never given much 
thought or study to this” subject, and Dr. 
Bullock’s paper has proved very interesting, in- 
structive and a refreshing change from the usual 
run of velerinary subjects at these meetings. 

Dr. Bullock ueed not excuse himself for 
bringing up the subject of professional conduct 
to the Lancashire or any other Division. It will 
not do any of us harm to be reminded of what 
we owe to those early pioneers who laid down 
the rules of professional conduct which have 
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done so much to uplift our prestige and dignily. 

One can well imagine the uphill fight which 
confronied the first bateh of qualified veterinary 
surgeons, surrounded on all sides by unqualified 
practitioners, both sides endeavouring to keep 
their end up by advertisements, circulars and 
touting, until Mr. Cox pointed out that adver- 
tising by professional men was a disgrace and 
that steps should be taken to stop il. Eventually 
it was stopped. No doubt the veterinary surgeons 
of that day thought that the suppression of adver- 
lising was giving the unqualified an unfair advan- 
tage and was culling the ground from under their 
feet. 

We can now see that the suppression of adver- 
lising made the first definite line of demarcation 
between the qualified and the unqualified practi- 
tioners. Stock owners would soon realise that 
qualified men did not advertise—the knowledge 
that advertising quacks were to be avoided was 
handed down from father to son. To-day in the 
larger animal praclice quacks are practically non- 
existent and | venture to say that we enjoy the 
wholehearted support, confidence and respect of 
horse and cattle owners, 

With regard to dog and cat owners the posi- 
tion is not so good. Many of them have just 
acquired pets for the first time in their lives and 
they do not realise, until they have had experi- 
ence, the difference between qualified veterinary 
surgeons and so-called canine specialists. Appar- 
ently nothing can be done with these men unless 
they use the word “ Veterinary” and we shall 
have to make individual efforts as opportunity 
occurs to educate these clients up to a_ better 
understanding of our professional status and skill. 

| quite agree that signs, to look and be profes- 
sional, should be as small as is consistent with 
visibility. 

I am glad to nole that Dr. Bullock considers 
a certain amount of publicity of the profession 
as a Whole should be permitted, and | would say 
encouraged in our clients’ interests as well as 
our own, 

I was asked last year to give a lecture to a 
Young Farmers’ Club and I chose as my subject 
“ Prevention of Disease.” In addition to pointing 
out the various faults in animal management and 
the loss often incurred by delay in seeking pro- 
fessional assistance, | briefly dealt with those 
diseases we as a profession can prevent by 
inoculation. I cannot but think that publicity of 
this nature is helping our clients as well as the 
profession as a whole. 

I do not think that any boarding kennels run 
by laymen can truthfully be advertised as 
“under veterinary supervision.” Many of them 
treat everything they possibly can themselves and 
only send for a veterinary surgeon to cover them- 
selves when an animal looks like dying. 

Running boarding kennels is a side-line with 
veterinary surgeons and could not be advertised 
without advertising in a professional sense, I find 
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with my boarding kennels that nearly every dog 

which comes in as a boarder requires some 

small attention to ears or teeth, nails, skin, anal 

glands, ete., so.that one’s kennels virtually become 
hospital. 

Touting is an offence one seldom hears much 
about nowadays and, as Dr. Bullock says, is 
difficult to investigate. 

Covering should, of course, not be allowed, nor 
should a final year student be allowed to act as 
locum tenens. 

I have only twice been asked to meet unquali- 
fied men: once to chloroform a= four-year-old 
colt whilst the unqualified man performed cas- 
tration, and once on an insurance case. Needless 
to say, I refused. 

With regard to some of the complaints which 
come before the Registration Committee I think 
that, strictly speaking, it would be difficult to 
avoid some of the offences mentioned. Two, I 
notice, were road traffic offences. I think most 
of us in the course of a week must infringe some 
of the road traffic regulations. 

The Dangerous Drugs Register is also difficult 
lo keep accurately. 

It is an excellent idea to give future graduates 
instruction in Professional Conduct. If the good 
seed bears fruit we may in time see the College 
Motto, Vis Unita Fortior, carried into full effect. 
_Mr. J. O. Pow Ley expressed his apologies for 
rising early in the discussion, but explained that 
there were two points not mentioned by Dr. 
Bullock—perhaps because he had not met with 
them. 

rhe first was with reference to applicants for 

whole-time public appointments touting — the 
members of the committees responsible for the 
selection of candidates. ‘Did that touting consti- 
tute a breach of professional etiquette? 
_ The second question was with regard to the 
individual who accepted a position which had 
been banned by the N.V.M.A. on account of the 
remuneration offered. Was the individual com- 
mitting a breach of professional etiquette? 

The question of banning appointments acted 
as a two-edged sword—in some cases the indivi- 
dual who accepted the post benefited the profes- 
sion; in other cases, of course, the reverse might 
be the case. It appeared to him (Mr. Powley) 
that it was a question of the ability of the 
individual. 

Mr. E. H. Cursisuiey fully endorsed what had 
been said by Dr. Bullock. He thought it was in 
the interests of the profession that there should 
be publicity but, of course, it should be distinct 
from personal advertising. 

Mention had been made in the address to the 
signing of bonds by assistants. Was a bond 
effective and could its provisions be enforced? 
There had been a number of such cases heard in 
courts where the practitioner had lost the case. 
It was disturbing for a practitioner to know that 
in every case a bond did not afford protection. 

Another point was with reference to the 
lodging of complaints to the Registration Com- 
mittee. From time to time the Council of the 
Lancashire Veterinary Association had considered 
cases and had asked certain persons to lay com- 
plaints with the Registration Committee. They 
had declined to do so. Could a complaint made 
by a person who did not stand to benefit person- 





ally and who did not wish to be put to the 
expense of going to London, be laid by_ the 
Council of that Division or other similar body 
with the Registration Committee? 

In connection with unprofessional conduct it 
occasionally happened that a practice, a good 
portion of which comprised contracts, was sold 
and at the end of the cantract periods they were 
not renewed. The purchaser of the practice was 
in danger, therefore, of losing money. Was there 
no redress? Did not the action of the vendor, 
especially if he acted in collusion with the =. 
constitute unprofessional conduct? It was a 
serious matter for a young man, say, “whe had 
put all his capital into a business to find most 
of it taken away within twelve months, It might, 
of course, be difficult to prove that collusion had 
taken a. 

Mr. G. MAYALL referred to the question raised 
by my ‘Powley with regard to the wie up of 
an appointment banned by the N.V.M.A. and 
stated that the matter should be d ‘alt with at 
that meeting. Apparently the N.V.M.A. had laid 
down a rule that no veterinary surgeon should 
accept a public gy en al less than a cer- 
tain salary. Did the Council of the R.C.V.S. agree 
with that and consider that any member who 
took such a position was guilty of unprofessional 
conduct? If he was, how could he be dealt with? 

The subject of professional conduct was a 
question of ethies. “ The practice of ethics,” 
observed Mr. Mayall, “is largely influenced by 
what the old lady called ‘a man’s broughtings 
up’ and the ability to see the other fellow’s 
point of view. Recently there has been much 
room for consideration of the old Latin tag, 
‘Quis custodiet tpsos custodes?’ and so far the 
North of Ireland men (see The Veterinary Record 
of May 18th) seem to have given the profession 
a good lead in the right direction.” 

Mr. G. H. Locke stated that at this juncture he 
would remind those present that Dr. Bullock had 
attended the meeting as the Registrar of the 
R.C.V.S.—not as the representative of the Council 
of that body. No doubt Dr. Bullock would answer 
all legal questions, but he could not state what 
action the Council would take in certain cases. 

Major J. H. Wricut brought forward the ques- 
tion of the Press publishing reports of veterinary 
surgeons on certain racehorses, and photographs 
of horses that had been bandaged. In his opinion 
some of the bandages, as illustrated, did not 
reflect any credit on the veterinary surgeon con- 
cerned. What was the position of the newspaper 
from the legal point of view? He thought that 
newspapers should be e@ucated on veterinary 
matters or be asked to refrain from publishing 
photographs, etc., and he would like Dr. Bullock’s 
views on the matter. 

Mr. T. Witson referred to touting. One form 
was in the making up of accounts. When costs- 
of powders, medicines, etc., were shown separ- 
ately, clients often comp: ired them with other 
accounts and it had the effect of making one 
veterinary surgeon appear to have cheaper. rates 
than another. If an account showed one item 
only—* for professional services rendered” 
there could not be the same comments by clients. 

With regard to lecturing Young Farmers’ 
Clubs, he thought such lectures by veterinary 
surgeons were to the benefit of the profession 
because one could impress on an audience how 
useful a veterinary surgeon could be. Methods of 
treatment should be avoided in the lecture. 

There were many advertisements at the present 
time of “ Veterinary Chemists ”’—could anything 
be done to stop them? 

Mr. A. J. Wricut mentioned the case of a 








person who brought an animal for treatment and 
who stated that it had been treated by another 
veterinary surgeon. What was the right thing to 
do in such an event? 

In the case of newspapers publishing articles 
on veterinary subjects, could anything be done 
to stop such publications? 

Mr. J. Hotroyp said he had intended, as a 
member with some experience of work of the 
R.C.V.S. Council, not to say much at that meel- 
ing. He was glad Dr. Bullock had come along to 
explain some of the work of the Registration 
Committee and give some idea of what those alt 
Red Lion Square had to deal with. It was often 
suggested that in certain cases nothing was done, 
and the reason for this would now be better 
understood. Dr. Bullock’s visit had been well 
worth while even if if were only to show the 
difficullies which the Registration Committee had 
to overcome. One of the chief obstacles was the 
expense of getting a complainant to London. 
The legal powers at present forbade the payment 
of expenses. The only alternative appeared to be 
the making use of that sub-section which allowed 
a sub-committee a fee to make enquiries. — It 
would be less expensive for three members of 
the Registration Committee to attend a certain 
district and make enquiries there, than to bring 
witnesses to London. That sub-committee could 
not make recommendations bul could at least get 
particulars and report the case to the general 
committee. That. he thought, would be a step 
in the right direction. 

Dr. Bullock had made Gone observation, in an 
aside, with which he did not agree-—the late 
Sam Locke was elected by the voles of members 
throughout England and Wales, not merely by 
the votes from the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
members. Years ago it used to be said that the 
Lancashire Division told its members to vote for 
the Division’s candidates only. That was untrue, 
the Division only asked for support of its candi- 
dates. 

One point had not been raised and that was 
the alliance of veterinary surgeons with animal 
medicine vendors or patent medicine vendors. 
Did such an alliance create a breach of profes- 
sional conduct? 

With regard to lectures to Young Farmers’ 
Clubs, there was nothing unprofesstonal in that. 
One, of course. should be careful not to explain 
specific treatment. He thought such lectures were 
to the good of the profession. Veterinary sur- 
geons could point out their difficullies and the 
necessity for calling in a practitioner in good 
time. ’ 

Mr. Holroyd thought it was very important 
that lectures on veterinary jurisprudence should 
be included in a student's final year course. <A 
lot of good could be done not only with regard 
to professional conduct, but also in keeping the 
requirements of the Dangerous Drugs Regulations 
in mind. ’ 

Mr. Powley had mentioned touting by appli- 
cants for posts, Mr. Holroyd did not think it 
comatitated a breach of professional conduct in 
connection with a properly-paid position, but it 
might do so in the case of a position which had 
been banned by the N.V.M.A. If a man applied 
to a public body for a position which he knew 
was not vacant, that action would constitute 
unprofessional conduct. [t should not be for- 
gotten that the N.V.M.A. was = an_ entirely 
different body from the R.C.V.S. and that one 
acted quile independently of the other. 

Mr. H. T. MAtrTrHews expressed his apprecia- 
tion of the address and said he did not think it 
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oul of place to state publicly how Dr. Bullock’s 
services to the profession were appreciated. 

The subject of the address had an international 
flavour and Dr. Bullock must have studied the 
code of good manners in other countries. If he 
would give some comparisons in his reply, they 
would be pleased to hear them. 

Mr. aleve said he was glad the subject 
of professional conduct was to be brought to final 
vear students. [t all came to a matter of character. 
it might be that the preliminary educational 
standard for entrants to the profession was too 
low. Another thing was that students who were 
about to graduate, in addition to being instructed 
on the ethics of the profession, should be advised 
to read such diverse subjects as Bernard Shaw 
and The Daily Mail. Many veterinary surgeons 
thought that their profession was the only thing 
in life and they were inclined to become too 
narrow and parochial in outlook. Lectures on 
such lines would be instructive and helpful to 
students. 

The subject under review appeared to be a 
matter of good manners and character. 

Dr. Bullock had stressed the difficulties of 
oblaining proof in cases of complaints lodged 
with the Registration Commiitee. It was pro- 
bably as difficult to define legally what was and 
what was not unprofessional conduct. If one 
made a complaint to the Registration Committee, 
did one lay oneself open to the law of libel? 
Was it a privileged oceasion or nol? 

Mr. W. Woops said they recognised the com- 
pliment of Dr. Bullock’s presence at the meeting. 
He was a very busy man, especially at this 
period of the year, and he had presented an 
excellent address. He, Mr. Woods, wished to 
tender his thanks. 

Professional conduct was one of the most diffi- 
cull subjects to deal with and one that should 
be left entirely to the Registration Committee. 

With regard to the final year student acting 
as a veterinary surgeon, if he was al the surg sery 
at the time that a case of colic was brought in 
would he be in order in treating the case? It 
was difficult to say what was unprofessional 
conduct. 

There was a warning he would give to all 
velerinary surgeons and that was——always be a 
witness in a court case and never be an advocate. 
A veterinary surgeon in the court should always 
give evidence that was true, because it was 
always accepted in preference to a= layman’s 
evidence; bul he should always be present as a 
witness, not as an advocate. 

Tnkt REPLY 

Dr. BeLLock expressed his thanks for the way 
his paper had been received and said that its 
receplion had execeded his expectations. The 
subject was a very dry one and he felt like the 
cook who had put the important ingredients into 
the cake and forgotten to put in the spices. The 
paper had been praised beyond its merits. 

He would preface his answers to the questions 
raised by referring to the point raised by the 
President of the R.C.V.S.-he had come to the 
meeting as Fred Bullock, not as the mouthpiece 
of the Council. That was very important and 
should be clearly understood, because he often 
received letters asking for rulings on = various 
matters, and rulings could only be given by the 
Council. He, personally, could not give a ruling. 

Having made that clear he would now try to 
give his” private and personal opinions on the 
questions that had been “fired” at him. He 
felt like a target after a successful day at Bisley 
(Laughter.) 
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Mr. Shawcross had raised the question of the 
man who added the words “ boarding kennels ” 
on his name plate. That appeared to be a matter 
for the man’s own judgment, because it was 
merely a piece of information to the public. It 
was usual to mention consultation hours and 
telephone numbers, and he wished be could state 
he had boarding kennels. 

With regard to the words “ under veterinary 
supervision ” in the case of boarding kennels— 
the Council had tactfully attacked that problem. 
The veterinary surgeon who visited kennels must 
have a contract to go there when he thought it 
proper to go, and he should charge a proper fee. 
How often animals were admitted and taken away 
should be taken into consideration and if, say, 
animals were received and taken away every 
day, then a daily visit would be essential. That 
effectively prevented the mis-use of the words 
“under veterinary supervision.” The matter was 
entirely in the hands of the veterinary surgeons 
who lent themselves to that supervision. Let them 
demand proper recognition, a proper contract 
and an adequate fee. 

With reference to final year students acting as 
locum tenens, it had been laid down by the 
Council that a locum tenens must himself be 
qualified. A veterinary student in his final year 
could give first aid to a case which required 
urgent treatment, but the ruling of the Council 
definitely prevented the employment of a Class D 
student acting in the absence of the veterinary 
surgeon. 

Under a government ruling the Home Office 

reported to the R.C.V.S. particulars of all con- 
victions including those under the Road Traffic 
Act, however trivial. The Council took no notice 
of trivial offences. 
_ The subject of the Dangerous Drugs Regula- 
tions was a very important one and the Council 
had made representations to the Home Office 
urging amendment of the Regulations so that 
veterinary surgeons could be placed on the same 
footing as doctors and dentists. 

Mr. Powley had raised the question of can- 
vassing for appointments. It was a matter for 
local authorities themselves to enforce their rule 
that canvassing was prohibited. Canvassing for 
appointments appeared to be a common practice 
in other spheres than veterinary, and it was a 
case of “when in Rome do as the Romans do.” 
Dr. Bullock said he agreed that when a man 
applied for a position which was not vacant, 
his action constituted a breach of professional 
etiquette. 

The banning of appointments by the N.V.M.A. 
had been referred to by one or two speakers. 
The R.C.V.S. had nothing whatever to do with 
the banning of positions. The N.V.M.A. had no 
legal right to ban a position and there was 
nothing illegal in a man making application for 
such a position. 
law, but the action of the N.V.M.A. was 
dictated, no doubt, in the best interests of the 
profession, and it might be that there should be 
some restriction on those individuals who would 
accept a miserable pittance. It was also in the 
interests of the public that such appointments 
should be given to the best men and they were 
deserving of a proper salary. The action of the 
N.V.MiA. was an effort to bring pressure to bear 
on the members of the profession to maintain 
and uphold the dignity of the profession in these 
matters. 

Dr. Bullock said he noted that Mr. Curbishley 
approved the —_ of the profession and 
had raised the subject of bonds. The signing of 
bonds was a matter of law. They were effective 





It was a matter of ordinary. 
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if they were reasonable. Every clause must be 
a reasonable one. One bond recently nearly “ fell 
through” in court because it contained the words 
“Veterinary Surgery or Horse Dealing.” The 
judge ruled that horse dealing could be severed 
from the remainder of the bond without nullify- 
ing the contract. The question of the validity of 
a bond really was—is it reasonable? Does it put 
too heavy a burden on the man? What was 
reasonable was a matter for consideration in 
every case. Distance and time, for instance, had 
to be considered, but it was entirely a_ legal 
matter. 

One of the most important questions raised 
at that meeting was the laying of complaints 
by a body of persons. In the medical profession 
it was found out long ago that they could not 
get cases cleared up without having to give 
time, pay expenses, etc., to different persons. 
They then made use of the Medical Defence 
Union to which, in the first place, medical prac- 





titioners made complaints. That Union made 
the preliminary investigations. They did not 


judge a case but decided whether it was worthy 
of further action. They laid the complaints 
before the General Medical Council, appointed 
and paid a solicitor, and prepared the evidence. 
In that way the complainant was not brought 
so prominently into the case. Dr. Bullock said he 
wished a similar method could be adopted in the 
case of the veterinary profession. 

Mr. CurBISHLEY: “ Would a complaint from 
this Association be considered at the present 
time?” 

Dr. BuLLock said he felt certain it would. It 
was not true to say that the collecting of evidence 
with regard to a complaint was pre-judging the 


case. One did not decide a case by merely 
collecting evidence and preparing it for sub- 
mission to the Registration Committee. On that 


general question Dr. Bullock said he was doubtful 
as to whether the present method of dealing 
with complaints was to the best advantage of 
the profession. There were two ways in which 
children could be corrected. One was to punish 
them severely and the other was by reason and 
argument to educate them. One caught more flies 
with honey than with vinegar and one could get 
better resulis by reasoning than by adopting 
extreme measures. The methods of the Royal 
College had been slow and tender but_ their 
wisdom appeared to be justified in its children. 
If the men who acted on the Council 40 years 
ago could see the improvement in_ the pro- 
fessional conduct of the present time, they would 
say that the profession occupied now a much 
more honourable status than then and would be 
well satisfied with their labours. Never let it be 
forgotten that in the history of the veterinary 
profession they had examples of great and 
honourable gentlemen whose conduct had set a 
high standard of behaviour. 

The passing on of contracts Was a_ very 
important subject. This was a complex matter 
of law and professional conduct. No man who 
had a practice to dispose of could legally pass 
a contract on to a purchaser. A contract was 
made with the individual and the individual 
had a right to count on the personal services 
of the contractor. If the practice was_ taken 
over by another veterinary surgeon, legally the 
contract was at an end. There was a way out 
of the difficulty mentioned by Mr. Curbishley. 
If a practice was sold to Y and it was not dis- 
closed to Y that it was likely that the contracts 
would be ended at a certain time, that was mis- 
leading Y and he had a case which he could 
take to law for misrepresentation. 

Cc 
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Mr. Cursisa_ey: “In collusion with the client 
he gets the client to say he will accept the 
other veterinary surgeon? ” 

Dr. BuLLock: “ Yes. Collusion the 
matter worse.” 

Mr. Mayall, Dr. Bullock thought, was facetious 
when he quoted the Latin tag “ Quis custodiet 
ipsos custodes?” but he thought he had said 
enough about the Registration Committee as 
guardians of the professional honour to show 
that they had less need to be guarded than their 
predecessors. 

Major Wright had referred to advertisements 
and “ puffs” in the popular newspapers. The 
Press had no responsibility to anyone. So long 
as the Press got advertisements and attractive 
material to keep up circulation, it would do any- 


makes 


thing. How could one bring home to the 
veterinary surgeon involved that he was_ in 
collusion with the Press photographer? How 


many people bought newspapers to read and see 
what hed happened to the favourite for the 
“ Derby”? If a veterinary surgeon objected, that 
did not matter to the news man. The profession 
could not educate the Press to observe the 
niceties of professional conduct. 

The question of making out accounts had been 
raised by Mr. Wilson. r. Bullock advised the 
making out of accounts in a professional manner; 
that was, to show a total amount for services 
rendered. 

The point raised by Mr. Wright concerning 
the treatment of an animal which had been 
treated by another veterinary surgeon showed 
the need to take care. One might ask the client 
why the animal had been brought and whether 
the other veterinary surgeon had been paid for 
his services. One could only take care and treat 
each case on its merits. 

Mr. Holroyd had made a very important correc- 
tion for an error when, in an aside, Dr. Bullock 
mentioned casually that the late Sam Locke was 
elected to the Council mainly by the yotes of 


the Lancashire and Yorkshire members. 
No one who knew as he did the work 
that Sam Locke did for the profession as a 


sound clinician, a hard worker and as a tactful 
disciplinarian and whose name was a household 
word, could make the error of saying that he 
was returned to the Council solely by the votes 
of the Lancashire and Yorkshire members. He 
was returned to the Council by the votes of the 
whole of the profession. 

With regard to veterinary surgeons allying 
themselves to patent medicine vendors, patent 
medicine vendors of human medicine employed 
doctors in connection with their products, and 
he did not know how the matter could be brought 
under the control of the Registration Committee. 

Mr. Malthews had taken the subject of the 
‘address over a much wider sphere than any 
other speaker and referred to the honour of 
the profession as compared with that in other 
countries. The answer was that any comparison 
was all to the credit of the profession in Great 
Britain. Great Britain led, others followed. 
Reference had also been made to a veterinary 
surgeon knowing something more than veterinary 
surgery. That was very true and it would be 
to the advantage of the profession if the mem- 
bers could and would take part more in the 
general life of the country. Dr. Bullock said 
he was not sure that the raising of the prelimin- 
ary educational standard would put the matter 
right because men of good education could be 
cads and poorly educated men could be gentle- 
men. 
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He expressed his thanks to Mr. Woods for his 
generous remarks. His question regarding un- 
professional conduct and professional witnesses 
had been dealt with recently in his address to 
the Central Veterinary Society. 

Referring to Mr. Matthews’ point about laying 
complaints and the law of ibe. Dr. Bullock said 
any complaint or statement made to the Regis- 
tration Committee was absolutely privileged. One 
need not fear an action for slander. 

He thought he had responded to the questions 
raised and would sum up the discussion by 
saying they had been reviewing the history of 
the profession during the past 40 years. He 
thought there had been a general spreading of 
knowledge during that period with regard to 
professional conduct. That was only a _ period 
of 40 years in the history of the profession. 
There were rules in 1356 but it was only a 
comparatively short period during which_bye- 
laws on professional conduct had been in force. 
There were on the Register 40 years ago 3,787 
persons including 767 existing practitioners. There 
were now only 3,414, that was 373 fewer persons, 
and if the number of those who were not now in 
general practice were deducted, it would be 
seen clearly that there was still room for an 
increase in the number of veterinary surgeons. It 
would be seen that the improvement in _ pro- 
fessional conduct had been in the’ gradual 
dissemination of ideals, and the method had 
worked successfully. Advertising seemed to be 
the most prevalent complaint at the present 
time and if that was so, he would venture, in 
conclusion, to quote a saying of the late Sir 
William Osler on the matter, substituting “ Veter- 
inary Surgeon” for “ Physician ” “In the life 
of every successful veterinary surgeon there 
comes the temptation to toy with the Delilah of 
the Press. There are times when she may be 
courted with satisfaction, but beware! Sooner 
or later she will play the harlot and has left 
many a man shorn of his strength, namely, the 
confidence of his professional brethren.” 








AN OUTSTANDING “ INTERNATIONAL ” 


The International Horse Show, which closed ai 
Olympia on Saturday of last week, proved nigely 
successful. Throughout the period of the s 
there were large audiences each day, an indica- 
tion of the continued public interest in horses 
which has greatly gratified the directors. The 
elegant horsemanship of the Cadre Noir, the 
wonderful driving of the members of the German 
Trotter-Breeding and Racing Association, and the 


novel displays by the clever children of the 
Cotswold Hunt branch of the Pony club, all 
contributed to make the show one of the best 


that have been organised at Olympia. Princess 
Helena Victoria and Princess Marie Louise were 
present at the final performance. 
oe ok 2 * Bo 
At Sheffield Police Court a butcher, of Wood- 
house, was sentenced to three months’ imprison- 
ment for exposing for sale meat unfit for human 
consumption; and was fined 20s. for failing to 
give reasonable notification to the Medical 
Officer for the inspection of meat brought into 
the city. | 
ok * 1 n 
Ata menting of the Royal Society Mr. Walter 
Elliot, Minister of Agriculture, was elected a 
Fellow of the Society under the special statute 
which permits the election of “persons who 
have rendered conspicuous service to the cause 
of science or are such that their election would 
be of signal benefit to the society.” 
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UTERINE CALCULUS IN A BITCH 
CAUSING METRORRHAGIA 


E. W. ASCOLI, M.r.c.v.s. 
BARNSTAPLE 


Subject.—Two-year-old Sealyham bitch, 

History.—She came into season on September 
ist, 1934, and had bled continuously. She had 
whelped normally seven months previously. 

Examination.—September 29th, 1934. The 
general health was good. Blood was oozing 
from the vagina, and the mucous membranes 
suggested slight anemia. The discharge was 
examined microscopically, and no evidence of 
pus was observed. 

Diagnosis.—Undecided. The possibility of a 
uterine tumour was considered. 

Differential Diagnosis.—Hemophilia. The 
medical history showed no evidence of this. 

Treatment.—An attempt was made to increase 
the coagulability of the blood and to cause con- 
traction of the uterus and constriction of its 
blood vessels. Twenty grains of calcium sodium 
lactate were injected subcutaneously and liquid 
extract of ergot was administered three times 
daily in doses of 10 minims. Syrupus ferri 
phosphatis compositus was given once daily to 
assist the recovery from the anemia. 

CouRSE OF THE DISEASE: Twenty-four hours 
later there was no trace of hemorrhage, and 
there was no recurrence until the following 
period of heat. ‘ 

April 27th, 1935.—The bitch, having come into 
season again, had been mated ten days pre- 
viously. No abnormal bleeding was observed 
until April 26th, and on the day of the exam- 
ination it was decidely more copious than on 
the occasion of the previous heat. Twenty-five 
grains of calcium gluconate were injected sub- 
cutaneously. No improvement resulted. 

April 29th.—Five ¢.cs. normal horse serum 
subcutaneously—hzemorrhage not affected. 

May 3rd.—Bleeding more copious than ever. 
15 ¢.es. of normal horse serum and 25 grains 


of calcium gluconate were injected subcutane- 


ously. 

Next day a diminution in the bleeding was 
observed. 

May 7th.—When the bitch was examined there 
was no discharge to be seen, but after a little 
excitement a small quantity of watery reddish 
fluid was evacuated. No further discharge was 
observed. 

June 10th.—The bitch gave birth to six puppies 
in the morning. At 6 p.m. a seventh puppy was 
palpated in the anterior part of the abdomen 
and 2 c.cs. of pituitrin were injected. 

June 11th.—The puppy was still not delivered. 
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The bitch was lightly narcotised by nembutal 
and anesthesia completed by ether. The 
abnormal presentation was then accurately 
determined and corrected and the pup removed 
by forceps. Later developments suggest that a 
wiser course would have been to have avoided 
the preliminary narcotisation, and to have in- 
jected pituitrin after the presentation had been 
corrected (a head twisted to one side), A 
normal delivery unassisted by forceps might 
then have been the result. The danger of 
inserting the forceps so deeply into the uterus 
was undoubtedly great. 

Five hours later the temperature was 105°F. 
and respirations were rapid. There was evidence 
of acute mastitis and metritis. After making 
good progress for 36 hours, peritonitis developed 
and she died on June 13th, 53 hours after the 
last puppy was removed. 

Post-MoRTEM EXAMINATION: Acute purulent 
mastitis. Acute metritis and purulent peritoni- 
tis. Perforation of the left uterine horn close 
to its junction with the body. 

In the same horn, close to its ovarian 
extremity, was a calculus lying transversely, 
and loosely attached to the mucous membrane. 

Description of the Calculus—In shape _ it 
closely resembled a grain of wheat. It was 
1:2 ems. long and had a diameter of 0°5 em. The 
calculus was hollow and divided longitudinally 
into two halves, by a groove externally and by 
a corresponding ridge internally. In colour it 
was black and yellow. 

Discussion: It is suggested that the calculus 
was a ealcified ectopic or parthenogenetic 
foetus, the development of which had _ been 
arrested at an early stage. Although it un- 
doubtedly caused the hemorrhage, it appeared 
to have played no part in the death of the 
bitch. 








FUTURE OF THE FARRIER 


The Master Farriers’ and Blacksmiths’ Asso- 
ciation in conference at Peebles, agreed to 
approach the Government for assistance by bring- 
ing the trade within the grants given to agri- 
culture, on the grounds that without smiths agri- 
culture could not be carried outandthat hundreds 
of smiths were faced with the necessity of closing 
their workshops. It was decided, further, to 
urge that the shoeing of all working horses be 
made compulsory. Farmers —S to be 
economising in the matter of blacksmith and 
farrier work with the result that hundreds of 
smiths were being forced. out of business and 
there was no inducement to young men to learn 
the trade. In one round of some 300 blacksmiths 
not more than half-a-dozen were, it was stated, 
making provision to be succeeded by one of their 
family. Thus when the old hands die out there 
will be no one to take their places, and the 
business must of necessity close down. The 
tendency at present and for a considerable time 
in the past has been to work horses unshod: 
the effect is very detrimental to the horses’ 
hooves and must cause many considerable pain, 
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[Canine Distemper and its Control. REGENos, 
S. H. (1935.) J. Amer. Vet. Med. Ass. 86. 1. 
84-95. ] 


This article summarises the present-day know- 
ledge of clinical distemper, its prevention and 
treatment in the U.S.A. The author states that 
distemper, as met with in practice, is rarely, if 
ever, without complications and the term is 
applied to a group of disorders, usually associ- 
ated, and presenting a typical clinical picture. 

Only one strain of virus has been demon- 
strated, but this may vary in virulence and is 
infectious for ferrets, foxes and other fur- 
bearing animals, although there is evidence that 
distinct strains are responsible for naturally 
occurring outbreaks in these animals. 

The author mentions that the secondary 
invaders may, in some instances, act indepen- 
dently of the virus as the primary cause of 
clinical distemper. 

Virus infection confers lasting immunity but 
an animal may occasionally contract a bacterial 
infection resembling distemper. 

The claim that a suitable diet may prevent 
the disease has never been substantiated. 

The author found from records of a large 
number of cases ending either in death or 
recovery, that the average course of the disease 
lasted 29 days. 

In diagnosing distemper he finds the blood 
picture useful, though one should not base a 
diagnosis uu il. Leucopenia is quite consistent 
at the initial temperature rise. At the second 
rise the number of white blood corpuscles 
increases and there is a drop in the nuclear index 
and in the number of lymphocytes. 

In treating the disease, apart from correct 
diet, sanitation and housing, he finds homologous 
anti-canine distemper serum as it is now pre- 
pared very useful, and especially so the concen- 
trated serum which reduces the size of the 
injection to one fifth. ' 

For immunisation the author finds the serum 
virus method by far the best and his results to 
date show that this method is effective in 90 per 
cent. of cases, and even more effective if the 
virus is given 24 to 48 hours before the serum. 

’ B. B-J. 


* * * * * 


[A Case of Rupture of the Spleen of a Horse, 
Terminating in Reeovery. Dittmar, W. (1934.) 
Zschr. Veterindrk. 46. 9. 329-337. (28 refs.).] 


Rupture of the spleen of the horse is fairly 
common and recovery is rare, death occurring 
usually from internal hemorrhage. 

A case ending in recovery is recorded. 

A 13-year-old horse showed the sudden onset 
of symptoms of internal hemorrhage, namely, 
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lifelessness, sweating, porcelain-white mucous 
membranes, and frequent, small, pulse. The 
condition became worse during the following 
seven hours—mucous membranes greyish-white, 
pulse 100 and almost imperceptible, and intense 
weakness. 

The treatment adopted was the subcutaneous 
injection of adrenalin, normal saline and a 
digitalis preparation intravenously, and cam- 
phor in olive oil subcutaneously. 

The horse showed slight improvement on the 
following day: pulse 92, small and regular ; 
temperature, 39° C. (102.2° F.) ; slight sweating ; 
mucous membranes white, but no longer greyish- 
white. 

Improvement continued to take place. On 
the fourth day the membranes were rose-pink, 
and the temperature, pulse and respirations 
normal. A local area of sweating, the size of a 
hand, appeared in the lumbar region on the 
fourth day and lasted until the eighth day. 

The horse was put to light work after five 
weeks and was fit for normal work after nine 
weeks. It was slaughtered at the tenth week 
on account of a fractured leg sustained in an 
accident. 

Autopsy.—On the visceral side of the spleen 
was a reddish-white scar 14 ems. (5°6 inches) 
long and 3 ems. (1°2 inches) wide. Its dimensions 
and weight were normal. 

There were no other abnormalities. 


REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE RELATING TO 
RUPTURE OF THE SPLEEN 

Etiology.— Rupture is usually due to trauma. 
In the case recorded by the author, there was 
no evidence of it, and the cause remains un- 
known. 

Symptomatology—tIn all cases, there is 
anemia, prostration, coldness of skin and 
extremities, shivering, and an imperceptible 
pulse. 

Palpation and rectal examination are of no 
value, but percussion may detect a grossly 
enlarged spleen. 

Abdominal puncture confirms the diagnosis 
of internal hemorrhage, but does not elucidate 
its origin. 

A positive diagnosis is not possible. 

Differential diagnosis.—1. Rupture of the 
liver. Icterus. Sometimes sensitiveness to 
pressure in the region of the liver and increase 
in size of the area in which it can be detected by 
percussion. 

2. Rupture of a kidney. Reddish urine con- 
taining blood clots. 

It is impossible to differentiate rupture of the 
spleen from rupture of a blood vessel. 

Course.—Recovery may occur occasionally, 
but death is the usual termination. 

Treatment.—Compensation for the loss of 
blood. Stimulation of the heart. Quiet and rest 
for the patient. 
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Pathological anatomy. — Rupture occurs 
equally on both sides, both edges and at both 
ends. In length, it may vary from 2°5 ems. 
(1 inch) to 25 ems. (10 inches), and even the 
shortest rupture proved fatal. 

It is worthy of note that no trace of blood 
remained in the abdominal cavity when the 
horse was examined post-mortem ten weeks after 
the rupture occurred. 

E. W. A. 
* 


* * * * 


|The Significance of Traumatised Tissue Re- 
sponse to the Ultra-violet Rays. Covinaron, 
N. G. (1935.) J. Amer. Vel. Med. Ass. 86. 2. 
135-147. ] 


The author recounts his experience using a 
quartz-mercury are on a number of experimental 
dogs. The work is divided into two sections : 
(1) the action on intact skin ; (2) the action on 
traumatized tissue. No erythema, or other 
obvious change, was observed when parts of the 
body thickly covered with hair were exposed 
even for prolonged periods at close range. Skin 
not covered with hair developed an erythema, 
which varied in intensity in direct proportion to 
the length of time of exposure, the distance being 
fixed throughout the experiment. 

Two series of experiments were carried out 
under the second heading. First, deep wounds 
extending almost down to peritoneum were made 
on the lower abdominal surface of five animals, 
the tissues being intentionally bruised. Strict 
asepsis was not observed. The lesions were 
irradiated prior to suturing and also twice 
subsequently during the recovery period. The 
wounds remained clean, and healing occurred 
in an average of seven days. A similar number 
of control animals treated in like manner, 
excluding the irradiation, showed marked sup- 
puration and general toxic symptoms. The 
wounds in these rapidly improved when treat- 
ment with ultra-violet rays was adopted five 
days after operation. 

Finally, the spleen was removed from five 
dogs without strict aseptic precautions. Irra- 
diation was practised both during the operation 
and subsequently. Recovery was uneventful, 
and was complete in from six to ten days. The 


same operation was performed on five control: 


animals using the same technique but without 
the rays. All recovered, but took from sixteen 
to twenty days, the wounds showing much 
suppuration and the dogs exhibiting signs of 


general illness. 
J. W. H. H. 
* 


* * * * 


[Controlled Experiments on Hens which Re- 
acted Positively to the Rapid Test for 
Pullorum Infeetion. Rrevet, H. (1934.) Deuts. 
tierdrztl. Wschr. 7. p. 97.) 


This article records an attempt to answer 
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Some scientific points of general biological 
interest connected with the pathogenesis of 
bacillary white diarrhea. Seven serologically 
positive hens and one negative hen were kept 
under observation for six months, during which 
time their excreta and blood were regularly 
bacteriologically examined, the result in every 
case being negative. Sixty-eight eggs in all 
were examined and Salmonella pullorum was 
isolated twice, both eggs probably coming from 
the same hen. Of the seven positive hens, six 
showed typical pathological changes on post- 
mortem, and S. pullorum was recovered in culture 
four times. 

The fresh blood agglutination test showed a 
90 per cent. agreement with the serum agglutina- 
tion test. The most striking feature of these 
tests was the almost constant elevation of the 
agglutination titre with the commencement of 
laying. The experiment was begun in October, 
and in five out of the seven positive fowls the 
agglutination titre had by April risen to the 
high figure of 6,400, indicating a relationship 
between the titre and the functional state of 
the ovary. The true measure of the value of 
the agglutination test in detecting carrier hens 
is best obtained by post-mortem examination, 
and the author records a deviation in one case, 
where the micro-organism was not recovered. 
The author concludes that in spite of its short- 
comings the elimination of reacting hens is a 
valuable sanitary precaution. 

W. L. 8S. 


* a * * * 


| The Transmission of Pullorum Disease amongst 
Adult Hens under Natural Circumstances and 
the Relationship of Ovarian Development to 
the Agglutination Titre. ProscnoLpt. (1934.) 
Berl. tierdrztl. Wschr. 28. 465-7.) 


Evidence is presented in support of the con- 
tention that pullorum disease is a contagious 
disease of adult stock. 

Five 3 to 5-year-old hens that had repeatedly 
passed the agglutinatién test were run with 
five younger, reactor birds and a 2-year-old cock 
that had reacted to the test and from whose 
cloaca S. pullorum could be isolated. 

At the end of two months the titre of the 
healthy birds had commenced ‘to rise and 
subsequently increased, reaching 1 : 25,000 in 
one instance. On examining the feces and eggs 
of these five birds S. pullorum could only be 
detected in the feces of two. 

Seven 2-month-old chicks, including two 
cockerels, were later introduced into the same 
pen, the cock being removed. Not until these 
chicks came into lay, seven months later, was 
there any rise in their agglutinin titre. This 
seems to be a critical period, the organism having 
a predilection for the developing or mature 
ovary. N.S. B. 
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[The Prevalence of Organisms of the Para- 
typhoid Group in Duck Eggs. BELLER and 
REINHARDT, R. (1934.) Berl. tierdrztl. Wschr. 
13. 227-228. ] 


The fact that a number of outbreaks of para- 
typhoid infection in human beings in Germany 
were traced to infected duck eggs imported from 
Holland suggested the advisibility of an investi- 
gation into the prevalence of infection in home- 
produced eggs. 

In all, 1,566 eggs were examined repre- 
senting 34 farms scattered throughout the 
country. Eggs from 19 farms contained organ- 
isms of the paratyphoid group. In eleven 
instances (involving three farms) S. enteritidis 
Gertner was identified and in seven instances 
(involving four farms) the Breslau type of 
Salmonella was recorded. Nearly 1 per cent. of 
the total eggs was infected. 

N.S. B. 


* * * * 


[Infectious Diseases of Man Transmitted by 
Eggs. (Trans. title.) VERGE, J. (1934.) Rec. 
Méd, Vét. 110. 12. 705-723.]} 


The control of diseases transmitted by eggs 
is an important veterinary problem and the 
author has gathered together an immense 
amount of information on the subject. 

The danger of eggs from subjects of avian 
tuberculosis is somewhat slight and it is difficult 
to ascertain by microscopical examination 
whether tubercle bacilli are present as other 
acid-fast bacilli may simulate them in appear- 
ance. It would appear, however, that certain 
authors have recovered tubercle bacilli from the 
eggs of hens infected with avian tuberculosis. 
In exceptional circumstances, avian tubercle 
bacilli may infect human beings, particularly 
infants, and in certain forms of cutaneous 
tuberculosis. Furthermore, it is pointed out 
that avian tuberculosis is comparatively wide 
spread. 

Salmonella infections, particularly with such 
human pathogens as S. typhi-murium [Bact. 
ertrycke| and S. enteritidis, constitute a con- 
siderable danger and hens, pigeons, ducks, geese 
and turkeys are susceptible. In almost all these 
cases eggs may be infected, and the most 
frequent path of spread appears to be via the 
infected ovary. Systematic elimination of 
carrier birds may be carried out by subjecting 
the sera of all birds to the agglutination test, a 
titre of 1:20 being generally accepted as 
indicative of infection. 

It is doubtful if S. pullorum or VS. gallinarum 
is harmful to human beings although certain 
authors claim that digestive disturbances may 
be produced by them, particularly in young 
children. Both organisms are common patho- 
gens of fowls, causing bacillary white diarrhea 
and fowl typhoid respectively. 





General sanitary conditions for egg production 
are advised, and general testing of birds and 
elimination of those infected with disease is 
advocated: these can be detected by various 
methods. Eggs soiled by excrement should 
not be sold. The egg consumer can guard 
himself by only buying eggs which are fresh 
and in good condition, and by having eggs well 
cooked, and human carriers of pathogenic 
organisms should, of course, not handle them 


in commerce or in their preparation for food. 
R. L. 








Report 





Director of Veterinary Research, Southern 
Rhodesia, 1934 


Veterinary research in Southern Rhodesia 
has, during 1934, been principally devoted to 
investigational work in connection with the 
recrudescence of foot-and-mouth disease and 
other field problems. When the staff is small, 
the demands of the moment govern largely the 
programme of endeavour. Every attempt has 
been made to improve the various vaccines and 
sera which are manufactured and, in this con- 
nection, it is interesting to note that an attempt 
to overcome the danger to highly susceptible 
animals by using Anaplasma marginale, in 
immunisation against gall sickness and redwater, 
has been made by the _ substitution of 
Anaplasma centrale. So far, observations indi- 
cate that the mortality from such a course, 
is negligible, but more intensive experience 
under field conditions is necessary before any 
definite statement can be made. 

An undiagnosed disease has been the subject 
of investigation. Gross tick infestation indi- 
cated that ticks were implicated in the trans- 
mission. Certain portions only, of the ranch 
involved, appeared to be infected. Removal of 
stock from these areas, though the _ cessa- 
tion of dipping had resulted in high tick infes- 
tation, caused the mortality to cease. The con- 
dition remains undiagnosed. 

After an interval of 18 months, during which 
no cases were’ reported, foot-and-mouth 
reappeared. Observations upon stock which 
were known to have contracted the disease in 
the previous outbreak showed that they became 
reinfected with such ready susceptibility as to 
indicate that a virus of a different immuno- 
logical type was involved. Samples of vesicular 
fiuid and epithelium were sent to England, and, 
although a final report is not yet available, Dr. 
Andrews is of the opinion that the virus differs 
from that of previous outbreaks. The necessity 
for the research which is now being undertaken 
in connection with foot-and-mouth disease, is 
thus further strengthened. If succeeding out- 
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N.V.M.A. Divisional Reports 


SOCIETY OF VETERINARY 
PRACTITIONERS* 


ACCREDITED AND ATTESTED HERD 
SCHEMES DISCUSSED AT EDINBURGH 


A meeting of the Society was held in the 
Royal (Dick) College, Edinburgh, on Saturday, 
March 380th, 1935, Captain O. V. Gunning, 
President, occupying the Chair. 

The circular convening the meeting was held 
as read, and the minutes of the last meeting 
were read and approved. 

Nomination of New Members.—Dr. Greig and 
Mr. Wm. Nairn were, by the unanimous vote 
of the meeting, nominated as new members. 

The Secretary said that, including the new 
members whose names had been submitted at 
the Newcastle meeting and the nominations 
which they had received that day, they had 
now 279 members. 

Correspondence.—The Secretary then inti- 
mated apologies of absence and read the 
correspondence which he had received from 
various members of the Society. The following 
letter from Professor Macqueen, he said, raised 
the point of composite fees, and he proposed to 
read the letter for their information. 


252, Camden Road, 
London, N.W.1. 
March 21st, 1935. 
Dear Mr. Steele Bodger, 

Although I have not the pleasure of knowing 
you very well, I have-seen enough of you to 
convince me that you are one of the “ live wires ” 
of the N.V.M.A., that you are a reformer and 
that you are bent on doing your best for the 
welfare of the veterinary profession. 

With no axe to grind, I venture to submit 
for your consideration a few remarks of some 
importance in connection with the “ National.” 
I do not know what your view may be, but I 
am strongly in favour of a single subscription to 
cover membership of the “ National ” and of one 
Division. The main object of making this change 
is to secure an increased membership so that 
the “ National ” may be truly representative of 
the veterinary profession. At present, when the 
‘National ” speaks to the public on any _veter- 
inary subject—which is seldom—it has only half 
a voice. 
mitted to the divisions it is almost certain to 
meet with opposition from some of them, but 








*Received for publication, June 11th, 1935. 








breaks are caused by differing viruses, the pro- 
blem of control becomes one of the greatest 
difficulty and every assistance which investiga- 
tion can give is essential. 

In the assistance of diagnoses by smear exam- 
ination, preparation of vaccines, and investiga- 
tion of field problems, the department appears 
to be playing an efficient part in the progress 
of the Colony it serves. J. 8. 





If and when this proposal is sub- . 





the few obstacles that may be raised against 
= desirable reform should not be insurmount- 
able. 

If all members of Divisions were also members 
of the “ National” the current practice of con- 
vening divisional meetings by circular could be 
discontinued and replaced by announcements in 
The Veterinary Record, which would save the 
cost of printing and postages—a _ considerable 
item of the expenses of the divisions. 

Have you noticed that when a discussion is 
taking place in the lay press concerning the 
control or suppression of animal disease or other 
veterinary subject, the “ National” seldom or 
never participates in it and, in consequence, an 
excellent opportunity for useful publicity is lost 
to the profession. What is the reason for this 
chronic silence? Is it owing to the non-existence 
at Headquarters of an executive with power to 
act at once in any emergency requiring public 
expression of the views held by the legitimate 
representatives of the veterinary profession? 

There is a third point to which I must draw 
your attention. Why should the headquarters 
of the Association continue to be cooped up in 
three rooms on the second floor of inconveniently 
placed premises in Gray’s Inn? Verulam Build- 
ings are respectable enough, but the address 
is more or less hidden and difficult to find in the 
dark without a torch. Is it not time that the 
headquarters of the N.V.M.A. were removed to 
the entrance floor of a decent building in a main 
street or thoroughfare? Colonial and some 
country members are surprised at the isolated 
situation and cramped accommodation of the 
headquarters of the ‘“ National.” 

I hope you will not mind reading the foregoing, 
which I have written as an old-standing sup- 
porter of the N.V.M.A. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed.) J. MACQUEEN. 


COMPOSITE FEES 

The CHAIRMAN said that they got the feeling 
of the Neweastle meeting with regard to com- 
posite fees and they would like the views of 
that meeting thereupon. 

Mr. Wm. Nairn commented that from the 
point of view of the “ National” it was a very 
important matter, especially since they had 
commenced to take disciplinary action against 
members. There were members’ in_ the 
* National” who considered that until they got 
control of members completely in every sphere 
of activity they would not be able to exert the 
full pressure they would like. That question of 
exercising severe discipline over members was 
a somewhat debatable one, however. Everyone 
was not agreed that exclusion was always the 
best thing for the profession. It was a thing 
that required to be proceeded with carefully, 
and he thought it was not a question to settle 
hurriedly: repercussions might arise that one 
hardly expected. There were other ways in 
which the same purpose could be = achieved, 
perhaps without going quite so far, so that those 
matters had to be reviewed very guardedly. 

So far as the composite fee was concerned, 
he had no difficulty, but as regards disciplinary 
action being exercised by two bodies in the pro- 
fession, he felt that there was some difficulty. 
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Professor Greig, who was a neutral party, 
might perhaps express his views on that ques- 
tion. 

Professor GreIc replied that he was not quite 
clear what Mr. Nairn meant by disciplinary 
action, or rather what misdemeanors would be 
dealt with by disciplinary action. He presumed 
that they would not be professional, in the sense 
that they would not be offending the profes- 
sional prestige. 

Mr. Nairn said that that was just the point: 
he thought the “ National” struck certain 
members off the Roll of Members because their 
conduct was such that it was lowering the 
status. Was not that so? 

The Secretary replied in the negative. What 
they did was to recommend that the names of 
five members who applied for a certain appoint- 
ment which had been officially banned by the 
* National,” should be removed from the Roll 
of Members. 

Mr. Nairn: “ The phraseology they used was 
that which I quoted.” 

The Secretary: “TI am not aware of that.” 

Mr. Nairn: “ Because they had done some- 
thing likely to lower the status of the profes- 
sion.” 

The SeEcreETARY said that perhaps that phrase- 
ology was ill-advised. What they were driving 
at was that in the North Riding of Yorkshire 
the position of Chief Veterinary Officer was 
advertised, and the commencing salary was 
helow the scale approved by the “ National,” 
and the “ National’ placed a ban upon it. 
Thirteen or 14 members applied; the name of 
the successful candidate was published, and 
also the names of four who were on the short 
leet, so that the ** National” decided they could 


not expel the one who received it without 
punishing the others who had applied and 


wished to receive it. On the other hand, they 
had no knowledge of who the remainder were, 
and therefore they could not deal with those, 
and so they dealt only with those whose names 
were published in the Press, and it was recom- 
mended that the names of those gentlemen be 
removed from the Roll. It was a very knotty 
problem but, on the other hand, one had to be 
loyal to the members of the Association who 
were loyal to it; when one compared the posi- 
tion of North Riding with that in Stafford 
(when the Staffordshire position was advertised 
they had over 8O applicants, because it was 
not banned) it was reasonable to assume that 
the reason why there were so few for North 
Riding was because it was banned. One might 
not necessarily be in agreement with those com- 
mencing salaries, but as long as the ruling held, 
it behoved the *‘ National” to support the men 
who supported it. 

Professor GREIG: “ What would be the view 
of the Royal College in regard to misdemeanors 
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such as that? Would they be prepared to take 
disciplinary action?” 

Mr. Nairn: “I do not think they would. Of 
course, I should like to say that this question, 
speaking from the “ National” point of view, 
has an importance because of the activities of 
the Appointments Committee, There has been 
really a great deal of work to try and improve 
the salaries of whole-time officers, and here you 
have a body of practitioners fighting to improve 
the position of whole-time officers by supporting 
this recommendation. Because this question is 
solely a question for whole-time officers, I think 
the practitioners should leave the matter over, 
as it concerns a body whose interests 
seem to be getting further away from this body 
every day, and I would leave it for the whole- 
time officers to press that point further. It is 
more a question for them.” 

The Secretary: “I do not want to confuse 
the issue. This matter of the composite fee 
had nothing, of course, to do with disciplinary 
action on behalf of the N.V.M.A. I think the 
composite fee concerns the Society.” 

Mr. Nairn: “The origin of the discussion 
started from that point, to get all the members 
within one body.” 

The Secretary: “Certainly, and I think 
that is desirable, but I think we can discuss 
the composite fee without raising the issue of 
disciplinary action, We have 16 per cent. of our 
members who are not members of the “National” 
—that is our own Division. That proportion 
varies. I am informed that in the North of 
England Division the percentage is very much 
less. Certainly up to a year or two ago there 
were no members of the North of England 
Division who were not members of the 
‘National.’ On the other hand, I am given to 
understand that in some Divisions it is as much 
as 40 per cent. To my mind, it is illogical for 
a man to be a member of a Division, which is 
itself a member of a_ parent body, the 
‘National,’ without himself being a member 
of the ‘ National.’ It does not seem to me to 
be right from any point of view. I appreciate 
the fact that the matter presents financial 
difficulties. We were given to understand 
in the North of England Division that 
their subscription was £1 1s. a year, which 
I believe is as high as, if not higher than, 
that of any other Division, but they could 
not reduce it, because, as it is, they have no 
funds left and because they deem it right to 
pay the expenses of their members to the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. and to the Council of 
the N.V.M.A., and that, of course, swallows up 
a great deal of money. The Research Club has 
a subscription of 5s., but I think chiefly the 
subscription is half-a-guinea. My own view is 
that the ‘ National’ could afford to reduce its 
fee. The ‘ National’ is well in funds at the 
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moment, and it is only natural that the more 
members the ‘ National’ possesses the lower 
its overhead expenses should be. Therefore, I 
think it is quite possible that the ‘ National’ 
might perhaps pay a greater amount back to 
the Divisions, so that the N.V.M.A. subscription 
will actually be less than £2 2s. The subscrip- 
tions would be paid to the ‘ National’ and the 
‘National’ would return to the Divisions their 
quotas,” 

Mr. Nairn replied that if, without raising 
the actual subscription to the “ National,” a 
fee could be adopted that would put the 
““ National”’ into a position to send a rebate to 
the various Divisions it would be quite all right, 
but he feared that it would be very harmful to 
the “* National’? membership if the subscription 
were raised. A great many men felt it was a 
high subscription, and to raise it would cer- 
tainly do harm to the “ National,” but, as Mr. 
Steele-Bodger had said, the increased number 
of subscriptions which might arise through 
adopting that course might compensate for it, 
so that they would still be able to make a 
rebate to the Divisions without increasing the 
subscription to the parent body. If that could 
be done it would be advantageous. If the 
N.V.M.A. could give them an indication of the 
number of members who could be brought in, 
it would be very helpful to them in considering 
if the measure could operate successfully. 

Professor GREIG observed that the question 
had been discussed at the Council of the 
Scottish Metropolitan, and, as far as his 
memory went, it was referred back to the 
“National” to ask for some specific details as 
to how the fee was to be allocated to the 
Divisions. As Mr. Steele-Bodger said, discip- 
linary action on the part of the “ National” 
did not affect the Society, but really referred 
to whole-time appointments; it was conceivable, 
however, that it might be a basic point of the 
* National ” to constitute itself much as a trade 
union. 

The Secretary: “The membership of the 
‘National’ at present, I believe, is about 60 
per cent. That was my object in sending out 
these cards asking for members to record on 
the cards of which and how many Divisions 
they were members. The general feeling, I 
think, is that their subscription should cover 
the subscription to the ‘ National’ and one 
Division. I can see that if that was carried 
the ‘ National’ membership would go up, and 
they would be able to return perhaps £1 back 
to the Divisions.” 

Mr. Nairn: “I have not much hope of the 
‘National’ returning very much to the Divi- 
sions. I speak with a little experience of that, 
because I have struggled repeatedly to get them 
to agree to pay the travelling expenses of one 
member of our Division, so that we could have 
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a more representative Council, but the Finance 
Committee turned it down every time, saying 
that they have not the money.” 


The Secretary: “ With great respect, I do 
not think that suggestion, at any rate lately, 
has come before the Finance Committee. The 
recommendation was that the expenses of the 
members of Council should be paid by the 
‘National,’ which is a very different thing. If 
the expenses of one member had come before 
the committee, I think the matter might have 
had different consideration, but we took one 
Division alone, the Mid-West; if every Council 
representative of the Mid-West had attended 
the meetings it would have cost a prohibitive 
sum. That was worked out for that Division 
alone, but I think it would be a different thing 
if the Council paid the expenses of one repre- 
sentative of each Division. The feeling of the 
Finance Committee was that it was up to the 
Divisions to pay the expenses of one delegate, 
and that recommendation was, in fact, sent out 
to the Secretary of every Division, and that 
matter was discussed at the ‘ Midland’ on 
Friday. I do not know the result, but I think 
it would be favourable. Derbyshire, the smallest 
Division, pays £1 to its one member for a visit 
to London. It is not the Council meetings that 
are important, it is the committee meetings 
that are important. I would be against any 
motion which considered the payment of the 
expenses of members to Council meetings, 
because I have suffered from that. I have, if 
I may say so, given up my time going to com- 
mittee meetings, and to the best of my poor 
ability worked hard from every point of view, 
and when we have arrived at a decision after 
hours of discussion the matter comes before 
the Council of the ‘ National,’ and the members 
who are not aware of all the aspects of the 
case, and have arrived in London for a day off, 
put up their hands against it and the motion 
is defeated. If those members had attended the 
committee meetings I feel sure that the deci- 
sions they arrived at would have been other- 
wise. It is for the committee meetings that we 
want financial support. However, I would like 
to read you Professor Macqueen’s views on the 
matter.” ‘ 


The CHAIRMAN said that his own opinion was 
that any fee above the £2 2s. that the 
“National” already charge, whether any Divi- 
sion was included or not, would be doomed to 
failure. After all, human nature was human 
nature, and a bigger sum would be unpopular. 


Mr. NairN commented that one had to bear 
that in mind, because frequently the Royal 
College had considerable difficulty in collecting 
even £1 1s. a year. Many men could not afford 
that money, and, if the subscription were 
raised, instead of adding to the ‘ National” 
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membership they might really reduce the 
membership of the Division. 

He would suggest, however, that that matter 
be referred for further debate. It was a very 
important question, and he thought it should 
be put down as a principal item on a further 
agenda. It was worthy of a full meeting. 

The SeEcRETARY expressed agreement with 
that, although he would have liked them to 
agree on the principle of a composite fee. They 
were not asked to produce plans for it, it was 
just as to whether they were in general agree- 
ment or not. 

Mr. Nairn: “ But in favour of the ‘ National ’ 
giving more data.” 

The CHAIRMAN: ‘“ Would somebody move 
that?” 

Mr. Nairn: “I move a resolution in favour 
of the general idea.” 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Brown, 
Kilwinning, and carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN: “ Just before we leave the 
subject, I may say that the North of England, 
at our meeting at Newcastle, passed resolutions 
in favour of the scheme, the composite fee, as 
long as the subscription was not increased, and 
that was really, almost exactly word for word 
what Mr. Nairn suggested in his remarks.” 

Representation on the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
On the motion of the CHAIRMAN the meeting 
unanimously agreed to support the representa- 
tives put forward by the Society. 





The Accredited and Attested Herd Schemes 


Mr. NaAirN: When our esteemed Secretary—I 
suppose I may use the term now—wrote me he 
did not mention on that occasion that I was to 
open the discussion on the Accredited Herd 
Scheme and the Attested Herd Scheme, and, 
therefore, while I may do so at the end of my 
remarks, to start some of the more enthusiastic 
members speaking—especially those who know 
more of these Schemes than I do—I will com- 
mence at the other end and discuss the questipn 
that has given a great deal more concern to the 
“National” during the last two years than 
either of these Schemes. 

I am sure when everyone was made aware 
of the fact that an important committee of 
scientific men had been appointed to consider 
diseases of animals, they thought that the day 
of veterinary science had come, and that the 
future for practice would be much brighter 
after we got the various legislative changes 
likely to arise from their deliberations. I am 
confident that there are many to-day somewhat 
disappointed with that report. I had a few re- 
marks written out which I intended sending to 
this meeting, as I did not expect to be present, 
and I am sure if I could have located your 
elusive Secretary I should have conveyed them 





in some way to him, so that he could have had 
them read, but it may reduce my mental effort 
somewhat if you will permit me to read them. 

The lengthy Report of the Hopkins’ Com- 
mittee contained recommendations of such a 
nature, and with such possible far-reaching 
effect on the well-being of many members of 
the “ National,” that during my year of office 
(as President) a committee was formed to con- 
sider these matters fully; their first report did 
not meet with the approval of some members 
of Council, and with a desire for compromise 
the committee was re-constituted with an equal 
number of practitioners, whole-time officers and 
neutral representatives of research and teach- 
ing. 

As I have stated previously, we must all be 
completely in sympathy with the desire of the 
(‘attle Diseases Committee to find a solution to 
some of the troubles of the nation. It would 
have enhanced the value of these recommenda- 
tions in our eyes if we could recognise that the 
whole question had been considered in a wide 
and sympathetic manner, and obviously by 
minds accustomed to a judicial survey of impor- 
tant human activities. We accept the desire of 
that body to try and find a solution to these 
problems, and we think that they could have 
given their recommendations without any reflec- 
tion on the integrity of members of our profes- 
sion. In that clause where they speak of the 
conflict of loyalties, they seemingly considered 
that, as a profession, we followed expediency 
rather than high principle. 

An individual member of the Hopkins’ Com- 
mittee may have had an unfortunate experience, 
or even two, with a member or members of our 
profession, but that does not justify such wide 
generalisation, it only betrays the lack of the 
judicial mind in the draughtsmanship of the 
Report. 

It may be, and I should be sorry if it were 
true, that members of our own profession agreed 
with that view. 

I, myself, was asked if I had no trouble of 
that sort, and I emphatically said, ‘ No,” as 
once clients know that their veterinary surgeon 
will pursue the path of duty they accept that, 
and have more confidence in him ultimately 
than if he wavered with each wind. 

If any member should have agreed with the 
opinion, I would say he leaves no doubt in 
the mind of any fair-minded person as regards 
his loyalty. 

But it is not to listen to a homily on loyalty 
you came here, rather to discuss something 
more pressing—how your National Association 
propose to meet some of the recommendations 
of the Cattle Diseases Committee, 

To us, the most important section was the 
one where the committee discussed an extended 
veterinary service with very greatly extended 
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functions. The functions of the proposed 
service would be :— 

(1) The present duties of local authori- 
ties under the Diseases of Animals Acts 
and Orders. 

(2) The duties under the Milk and 
Dairies Acts and Orders, including exten- 
sion of the routine clinical examination of 
dairy cattle. 

(3) The testing with tuberculin for the 
purposes of the Milk (Special Designations) 
Orders. 

(4) The duties placed upon Veterinary 
Officers under the Scheme for the Eradica- 
tion of Tuberculosis. 

(5) Any functions that may be imposed 
upon them in connection with other diseases 
of livestock and poultry. 

The Hopkins’ Committee have apparently 
adopted the recommendations of the original 
Scheme of the Scottish Branch for the Eradica- 
tion of Tuberculosis, but that Scheme recom- 
mends that a great deal of the work be done 
by practitioners; this part of the recommenda- 
tions has not been adopted. 

It would be interesting to learn what 
evidence was submitted to the committee show- 
ing this was a wrong procedure. However, very 
thoughtfully, it occurred to the committee that 
it was just possible there might be some diffi- 
culty in adjusting a whole-time service such as 
they proposed by the waving of a wand, and 
they suggested it might be wise to utilise the 
existing part-time services for a time until the 
complete organisation could be proposed. 

I think this was a Wise proviso, and it may 
take longer than many imagine to set up a 
whole-time veterinary service possessing the 
post-graduate qualification in public health. 

Many practitioners object to being used as a 
stopgap, but we, fortunately or unfortunately, 
as you may look at it, do not live for ever, and 
ten to 20 years will change the personnel of 
the part-time staff throughout the country. 

When our committee started on this ques- 
tion, it therefore began with the view that :— 

(1) Changes were required in_ this 
branch of administration. 


(2) Changes were likely to arise in the. 


near future. 
(3) Any views our profession held must 


be subordinated to the national interests. 
(4) Our recommendations must be prac- 
ticable. 

If any scheme of reorganised service could 
be devised, consistent with these requirements, 
then we owed a duty to the profession to see 
that those who had, through times of difficulty, 
carried on these services, and in many cases 
done outstandingly good work, should not be 
sacrificed too cheaply on the altar of progress. 
We could not draft a service for 20 years ahead, 
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but had to consider the circumstances of the 
present and use the means at hand, and adapt 
with modified control, some of the services of 
the present. A great deal of the criticism 
against a part-time service arose from the lack 
of good administrative control. 

The part-time officer who took up his appoint- 
ment with zeal and hope soon found his efforts 
received little encouragement from chiefs who 
did not understand the value of recommenda- 
tions, but if every county or administrative area 
had a whole-time veterinary chief, then it would 
be much more easy to make progress and his 
work, through experienced control, would be 
more effective. 

The scheme our committee have submitted as 
a final report proposes an organisation which, 
in the view of practical men, is likely to be 
effective. 

It would appear that, in the days before the 
consolidation of areas for local government, the 
power of central administrative bodies was 
greater, but to-day local authorities, as a result 
of amalgamation, have become a powerful force 
in the country, and it would seem that that 
important body, the Association of County 
Councils, can almost challenge any administra- 
tive department. The Hopkins’ Committee 
wriggled out of a duel with that body, and 
have left their wings unclipped. 

The great problem they were interested in 
was a national problem, and ought to have 
been dealt with nationally; the problem would 
have been greatly simplified for any progressive 
work towards the provision of a unified milk 
service throughout the country. . 

In the past, a number of local authorities 
did good work, but the fact that they have 
done good work in the past does not prove they 
will be the best in the future—the problems 
ahead are somewhat different from _ those 
behind. Our committee had therefore to adjust 
our scheme to incorporate such local adminis- 
tration combined with area officers acting under 
a department of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

As practitioners, no doubt you will be most 
interested in the manner in which you were to 
be fitted into the scheme of things. You will 
quite understand that it is not desired, even 
if it were possible, to displace any whole-time 
staff appointed, but the ‘* National” is making, 
and will continue to make, every effort to see 
that there is no unnecessary encroachment on 
the work of practitioners. 

I daresay most of you have read the Com- 
mittee’s Report. I will just go over a summary 
of the main points: I do not think I need 
read the whole report. 

The first point is: “ (a) There should be 
established a Department of Animal Health, 
preferably as a separate Department, or failing 
this as a Department of an existing Ministry. 
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“(b) The Executive of this Department 
should consist of a Principal Veterinary 
Officer, Area Veterinary Officers, County Veter- 
inary Officers, Muncipal Veterinary Officers and 
Laboratory Officers. 

“(c) Panels of Veterinary 
should be created. 

“(d) The Principal Veterinary Officer should 
be directly responsible to the Minister of State. 

“(e) The Area Veterinary Officers should be 
responsible to the Principal Veterinary Officer, 
and should co-ordinate the activities of the 
County and Municipal Veterinary Officers and 
Area Laboratories. 

““(f) Laboratories will be required in each 
Area, and should be under the supervision of 
trained veterinary officers. 

““(g) The County Veterinary Officers should 
superintend the routine work, which should be 
carried out by panels of as many veterinary 
practitioners as can be employed for the pur- 


Practitioners 


pose. These panels of veterinary practitioners 
should form a permanent feature of the 
service. 


“(h) In some localities it may be necessary 
to have in addition to the County or Municipal 
Veterinary Officer one or more _ whole-time 
officers for special duties, especially in muni- 
cipalities. 

“ (i) The Principal Veterinary Officer and 
Area Veterinary Officers should be appointed 
by the Minister. 

*“(j) The County, Municipal and Laboratory 
Officers and panels of veterinary practitioners 
should be appointed by the State Department.” 

That gives a synopsis of the various points 
in our scheme as formulated by the Com- 
mittee. I should like to say here that that 
Committee had many meetings and long dis- 
cussions extending over five, six and seven 
hours at a time, and there was great diffi- 
culty in formulating an agreed scheme. You 
had various interests represented on the Com- 
mittee, and naturally it should be so, and tp 
get these various interests to agree to a definite 
scheme such as this was very difficult work 
and took a long time, but I think every one 
of you will appreciate that the members did 
their best, and put personal difficulties behind 
them, and in this compromise they arrived at 
something that was in the best interests of the 
whole profession. 

While I nominally have been Chairman of 
that Committee—I attended all the meetings 
I could—I am indebted to Mr. Male for 
deputising for me on that Committee, because 
I can quite sympathise with him—he had a 
very strenuous task. 

You will note that this “ National” Com- 
mittee has been endeavouring to maintain a 
place in the sun for practitioners, and if it 
can be achieved, it will strengthen § and 
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improve the whole profession. But you must 
be ready to answer certain questions which 
will arise, otherwise you may lose any gain 
should you begin to quarrel among yourselves 
over the bones, and I put them to you for 
discussion. 


1. Are all practitioners who wish to go 
on the panel to be put on? If not, how 
will they be selected? 


2. If any are neglectful of duties, how 
are they to be eliminated? 


3. Are areas to follow 
present administrative 
parishes, etc.? 

This also is a very important point, because 
I should not like to be an administrative officer 
for a minute if I did not know in whose area 
a certain farm lay. If you are to divide it 
by parishes it may be that it may not appeal 
to many practitioners to have one man coming 
into their practice and perhaps their going into 
a neighbour’s practice. You cannot define your 
areas according to a man’s practice. There 
would seem to be a considerable difficulty, but 
that is a very important point that probably 
might be discussed here this afternoon. 

One can see from an administrative point 
of view, considerable difficulty if the adminis- 
trative officer does not know in whose area 
the farm lies. The Scheme has been sub- 
mitted to representatives of various Depart- 
ments of Agriculture and Health, also the Milk 
Board, and met with very favourable criticism. 
I understand the County Councils Association 
at present see no occasion to do anything. 

If the recommendations are put into opera- 
tion there is only one influence which will make 
them anything else than stopgap, and that is 
the zeal and energy of part-time officers. It 
will be essential that all practitioners pursue 
their official duties in such a manner that 
there will be no advantage in making further 
change towards a whole-time service. 

To our committee the most sinister possi- 
bility was that part of the recommendations 
where the Hopkins Committee suggested that 
this new or extended service by the local 
authority should, as occasion arose, take 
control of other diseases such as contagious 
abortion, mastitis, Johne’s disease, etc. I have 
no hesitation in saying that if the day ever 
arrives when such a state of control is with 
us then the local authorities will regret the 
day they claimed extension of powers, because 
not only will they have to provide a staff for 
these diseases but for all the other diseases 
of bovines. Such a prospect might well make 
them hesitate, and we as a profession with a 
knowledge of rural practice must make it clear 
to all that that is the road they may find 
themselves travelling very soon, as few districts 
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would provide any attraction, even any liveli- 
hood, for practitioners if that the most 
important part of their work were removed. 

When giving evidence before the Committee 
I emphasised this possible development as much 
as possible, and told the members’ very 
emphatically that there was no attraction in 
the prospect of spending one’s life as the cow’s 
midwife. 

We as a body should keep this as strongly 
as possible before the various departments and 
also any of the agricultural organisations. 

There can be no compromise on this question 
of extending the sphere of State Veterinary 
Service; there must be a definite limit or a 
complete State Service for all animal disease. 

I regret my opening of the discussion is 
so brief and inadequate, but I hope in the 
discussion this afternoon, to gain more infor- 
mation as to your views, and it is more 
important to have the collective views of the 
meeting than my views. 

If I may say a word on other schemes, with 
regard to the Accredited Herd Scheme, Mr. 
Steele Bodger will explain it to you, but, as 
I understood it, the farmer had to supply three 
certificates, one from a veterinary officer or 
practitioner as to the health of the animals, 
one from the agricultural officer as to his 
method, and a third from the sanitary officer 
or medical Officer of Health. The County 
Councils’ Association want a definite bacterial 
standard laid down, and that the Milk Board 
should take steps to deal with members who 
are below a certain bacterial count. I have 
a great deal of sympathy with that view, 
because I think it is more likely to yield 
accurate results than certificates that animals 
are healthy, certificates that the places are 
clean and the methods correct. It simplifies 
the procedure. But the Attested Herd Scheme, 
I think, is even a more important matter. The 
publication of the fact that there was a bonus 
likely to eventuate from these schemes excited 
the Scottish farmers more than anything else 
that has been published with regard to tuber- 
culosis in my time, and woke up all sorts of 
people to think that they had the possibility 
of claiming this bonus. It shows the attraction 
that a bonus means for the eradication of 
disease, and I think it is on these lines that 
the long-term policy of the Ministry should be 
based. Of course, you are aware these two 
schemes merely reflect the short-term policy 
of the Milk Board and the Ministry of Agri- 
culture for a period of four years, and their 
experience with these schemes will probably 
determine the policy to be followed afterwards. 
The weakness in the Attested Herd Scheme 
that I see is that there is too long an interval 
between the time the man starts the good 
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work before he gets any advantage of the 
bonus from this scheme, and my own personal 
view is—you men from dairying districts pro- 
bably will have other views—that once a man 
has got rid of his reactors he should immedi- 
ately begin to get the penny bonus on his 
milk, and once he has reached the higher plane 
of complete eradication he should qualify for 
the second penny. Even if he gets a bonus 
of 3d. I do not think he will be getting too 
much, and it will be a very powerful factor in 
clearing up disease in a few years. 

As regards this long interval of waiting, I 
think whenever farmers get to know that 40 
per cent. of their cows are reactors, and that 
it may be three years before they qualify for 
this bonus, they will immediately drop their 
enthusiasm, but if they could see the day near 
at hand when they could get rid of these 
reactors and get their first penny, then they 
would go on very cheerfully to work for the 
second penny, and I believe that it would be a 
great incentive to them. I think I will leave 
the question in your hands to carry further. 
(Applause. ) 

The CHAIRMAN: “ May I say we are greatly 
indebted to Mr. Nairn for coming to speak to 
us. He has just got out of bed, and that 
makes us doubly appreciative of what he has 
done. He has been on these various com- 
mittees, and what he tells us is first hand. 
Everyone knows the amount of work he has 
done, and the experience he has had in this 
work, and we therefore appreciate very much 
what he has told us. (Applause.) The sub- 
ject is now open for discussion.” 

Mr. Brown said that as the only represen- 
tative from Ayrshire, he would just like to 
state that he had been doing a lot more testing 
since the new year, but not to the same extent 
as Mr. Smith of Galston had been doing. That 
gentleman told him that he could not attend 
the meeting, but that he was recommending 
farmers to go in for this attested scheme, and 
that they were inclined to do so rather than 
operate under the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order. He had had three herds taken over 
after being tested by Mr. Ritchie or his 
assistants, and the _ people , Seemed very 
keen, in his area, to get on to the Scheme. The 
penny a gallon had been a great attraction to 
them, but whether they would persevere with it, 
he (the speaker) did not know. Some were 
kicking at the restrictions, especially with 
regard to fencing. One man whose whole herd 
he had tested had about a mile of a march 
fence between him and his neighbour, and he 
was against putting in double fencing; he said 
it was going to be too expensive. As he had 
already said, the penny was the attraction to 
some of them, but he was afraid they would 
not carry it through. The restrictions in the 
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report with regard to fencing and hens and pigs 
and everything were very strict. 

The CHAIRMAN: “I should like to know, in 
your case, if you consider once a year is suffi- 
cient to test a clear herd? ” 

Mr. Brown: “I think so. There is another 
point I should like to raise. Two clients came 
to me and asked me about testing their cows. 
The County man called on these two clients 
and asked to be allowed to test their cows. 
One was a man whose cows had never been 
tested. Now, had the County any right to go 
to anyone’s clients and ask to test their cows? 
If I was going to another practitioner’s clients 
he would report me to the R.C.V.S. Have 
the County any right to do that?” 

The CHAIRMAN: “TI should not think so.” 

Mr. Brown: “ That happened to two of my 
clients. In one case only four passed out of 
20 odd, and in the case of the other man eight 
out of over 30. There is no doubt about it, how- 
ever—in Ayrshire there is a great deal of testing 
being done as the result of this Attested 
Scheme.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL observed that, as he was going 
to open a discussion on that subject at a 
meeting of the Scottish Branch a _ fortnight 
hence, it would be rather unfair for him to 
anticipate what he might = say _ then. 
Mr. Nairn had _ suggested one or two 
points for their consideration, and = one 
of them was the proposal to form a veterinary 
panel, and he asked whether every veterinary 
practitioner should automatically be on the 
panel, or whether a selection should be made. 
it seemed to him that was a point of some 
difficulty. If a selected panel were formed 
there undoubtedly would be a good deal of 
heart-burning and questioning of the methods 
of selection. For himself, he had always 
favoured the idea that automatically a veter- 
inary practitioner should be considered quali- 
fied to undertake the tuberculin testing in the 
eradication .- scheme, but if any _ particular 
individuals proved incompetent or untrust- 
worthy they could be removed from the panel. 
He considered it just an extension of the prin- 
ciple of considering a man innocent until he 
was proved guilty. There was certainly some 
difficulty in connection with that. 

He agreed with quite a number of people 
who had expressed the opinion now and again 
that in the matter of inspecting dairy cattle, 
so far as it had gone, practitioners and part- 
time inspectors had never had a chance to 
show what they could do. A local authority 
about to undertake routine regular inspection 
of dairy cattle—especially a county authority 
—almost invariably appointed a staff of whole- 
time inspectors, and then they said ‘“* We have 
regular inspections because we have a whole- 
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time staff.” It appeared to him to be a very 
inconsequential argument. 

Mr. TayLor, speaking with reference to the 
Attested Herd Scheme, stated that he scarcely 
followed Mr. Brown when he said that the 
farming community or those who held herds 
were very enthusiastic about it. He had been 
hobnobbing with a good many who were deeply 
interested in the scheme and he would assert 
that they could not see that it was going to be 
a success, the restrictions were so heavy—that 
was, as regards being suspended for a failure 
to pass a test, and the register taking a parti- 
cular note of it. As far as the people with 
whom he had come in contact were concerned, 
they said the thing was a dead letter. The 
penny a gallon, of course, was an inducement 
to them, but if they took the real pedigree man, 
the exporter, he had no desire whatever to have 
it recorded that he had had an odd reactor or 
two in his herd. From whence it had come 
he might not know; they all got it sooner or 
later, Therefore, he did not think the Attested 
Scheme was going to go very far. 

Mr. Kerr: “ Seeing everyone is speaking for 
his own district, I think if you go down into 
the East and about Peebleshire and say you 
are going to give them a penny more for 
attested herds they will say, ‘Give us back 
the 6d. before we will consider your penny.’ It 
is like putting your head into a hornet’s nest 
to discuss cows or milk in those districts. I 
think you will find you are pulling down a 
hornet’s nest about your head if you talk about 
adding more expense. If you are only going 
to hand out a penny, they are only getting 
Sd. and 9d. whereas they were getting 1s. and 
ls. 2d. before. They say, ‘You can take the 
cows.’ ” 

Mr. WILSON observed that he was sorry to 
say that there did not seem to be a great deal 
of enthusiasm in his district towards the 
scheme. It might be in part due to the fact 
that it was not a great dairy district; it was 
nore a feeding one, but he rather suspected the 
farmer thought it was hard to pay his initial 
outlay. With regard to the criticism about the 
restrictions being so severe, in his opinion it 
was quite right they should be so, because it 
appeared to him to be a very difficult thing 
completely to eradicate the disease without 
being really strict about the matter. Then there 
was one detail whieh occurred to him, and 
that was with regard to inspection. Mr. Nairn 
mentioned the question of whether it might be 
done by parishes or not, but he would very 
enthusiastically suggest that it should be done 
as the notifiable diseases were dealt with at 
the present time in the County of Fife. He 
thought Mr. Anderson, who was a neighbouring 
practitioner, would support him in that. He 
should say they had a county veterinary 
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inspector who dealt only with tuberculosis, and 
they dealt with febrile diseases; they all did 
their own clients’ work so far as that went, 
and he saw no reason at all why they should 
not be entrusted with that matter. 

Mr. ANDERSON expressed agreement with Mr. 
Nairn that the proposed Department of Animal 
Health should be associated with the Ministry 


of Agriculture in preference, say, to the - 


Ministry of Health. With regard to the panel 
scheme, he was going to recount what Mr. 
Wilson had said. When he went to Fife first 
it was tried; certain practitioners were given 
certain areas, but that was found not to work, 
and the solution was arrived at that each resi- 
dent practitioner became automatically the 
inspector under the Contagious Diseases Acts; 
it worked quite well, and there was great har- 
mony between all concerned. There was now 
definitely among dairymen a hankering after 
having tubercle-free herds, but it took a great 
amount of courage and enterprise to go through 
all the preliminaries, and he agreed with Mr. 
Nairn that even more than a penny bonus was 
necessary to make it worth their while. One 
or two had consulted him about it, but when 
they thought of what they had to do it quite 
put them off. 

Mr. Kennepy thought they all realised that 
the arrangement of the veterinary services in 
the country was really becoming too much of 
the nature of whole-time work, as Mr, Nairn 
had pointed out, and, as was fairly obvious, 
was depleting the districts of practitioners. 
Farmers were not getting the services that they 
required. He was not putting that observation 
forward from a selfish point of view, but he 
had noticed it even in his own district. There 
was a scarcity within the boundaries of his 
district of proper veterinary attention to 
animals, and what he would like to ask—and 
perhaps Mr. Nairn would be the best man to 
whom to pass it on—was, “ What is the legal 
position of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons in the matter?” They were obliged 
to see that the country had a proper service 
of veterinary surgeons to plan things so that 
there was a supply of veterinary surgeons avail- 
able for all kinds of work in the country. How 
did their voice compare with that of the County 
Councils’ Association? The Royal College was 
constituted by law. 

Mr. CAMPBELL voiced the view he _ heard 
expressed amongst the farmers in his own dis- 
. trict—probably Mr. Taylor heard the same view 
in the adjoining district--that it was not so 
much the penny per gallon which was the 
inducement to farmers, as the clearing of their 
herds. The feeling which prevailed amongst 
them was that in the course of a comparatively 
few years tubercle-free milk would be regarded 











as normal milk and receive a normal standard 
price, whereas milk from a _ non-tubercle-free 
herd would be paid not only a lower price but 
a ridiculously small price. He had heard that 
view expressed by a good many of his own 
clients, who all spoke about having their herds 
cleared, not for the immediate penny per gallon 
but to be prepared against the time—four, five 
or six years hence—when, unless they were 
able to produce milk from tubercle-free cows, 
they would get a very unremunerative rate for 
their milk. He did not know if others had 
heard the same view expressed, but it was very 
widespread in his district. 

The CHAIRMAN: “ The Hon. Secretary, like 
Mr. Nairn, has had a great deal of experience 
in this connection. He has been on this Com- 


mittee and has acted very loyally on it, by. 


attending every meeting that has been held, 
and I am now going to ask him to add a little 
to the discussion.” 

The Secretary: * Although it does not appear 
to affect you here, I think I might profitably 
say a word or two on the Accredited Herd 
Scheme. There is now complete agreement 
between the County Councils’ Association and 
the Milk Marketing Board on this matter, and 
an accredited roll has already been started. 
Payment will be made as from May Ist of 
a penny a gallon to all who qualify. The stan- 
dard agreed upon is that of Grade A milk, and 
actually an accredited producer of the future 
will be in an identical position to the Grade A 
producer of the past, with one notable differ- 
ence. For Grade A licences of the past one 
of the provisions was that the milk should not 
contain more than 200,000 bacteria per cubic 
centimetre at any time before it reached the 
consumer. That has been altered to read that 
a producer’s milk shall not contain 200,000 
bacteria per cubic centimetre at any time that 
it remains within the sealed container of the 
producer. The effect is this; if a farmer sends 
out milk in a ten-galthon churn, as soon as the 
seal is broken his responsibility ends. The seal 
applies in this case to a sealed bottle; as soon 
as the seal of that bottle is broken his respon- 
sibility ends, whereas previously that milk 
might go to a dairy, to be bottled and then 
hawked round, and the farmer was still respon- 
sible. Now he is no longer responsible so long 
as the milk is in a sealed container. 

“ The recommendation of the Milk Marketing 
Board was that the inspections in connection 
with this Accredited Herds Scheme should be 
carried out by the local authorities. In those 
areas where the local authority had a whole- 
time staff it was hoped that the inspection 
would be carried out free of charge. In other 
areas it was hoped that the cost to the farmer 
would be as little as possible. Now that is a 
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very nice little thing to drop into the lap of 
the County Councils’ Association, because any 
county council is composed to a greater or less 
extent of agriculturalists. Agriculturalists 
form the bulk of the Animals Diseases Com- 
mittee, which is usually a sub-committee of the 
Agricultural Committee, and the Agricultural 
Committee is usually another sub-committee 
of the Public Health Committee, who have 
the recommendations to make to the County 
Council itself. So that really it is putting it 
into the hands of the farmers, and no farmer 
is likely or willing to recommend that he will 
pay for inspection when he can get it done 
for nothing. In Staffordshire, a recommenda- 
tion has been made that the farmer should pay 
for two inspections. I do not know what is 
to be done with regard to the other two, 
Whether they will be done by the whole-time 
staff or the County Council will pay for it 
being done has yet to be decided. 

“We in Staffordshire have realised that 
unless our fee is going to be a very moderate 
one the County Council will simply appoint one 
or two more whole-time inspectors to do the 
work, and we have therefore offered to do the 
clinical examination four times a year at the 
rate of 7s. 6d. for the first ten cows and 6d. 
for each cow thereafter. When I tell you that 
in Staffordshire alone it is expected that there 
will be 2,000 accredited herds in a year you 
can realise that is a fairly good income. You 
up here, I know, do not have much Grade A 
milk, but in Staffordshire we have more Grade 
A licences than any other county, and if the 
Grade A work was lost to me, personally, you 
can take it from me I would lose about £250 a 
year. Although I do not think we will make much 
profit on 6d. a cow, at any rate it will be 
money coming in, but we have made a pro- 
vision that that shall be conditional upon the 
whole work being retained by the general prac- 
titioner. Finally, the charge for the prelim- 
inary examination of these herds, has to ,be 
left to the discretion of the practitioner. It is 
estimated at the end of 12 months there will 
be 10,000 producers of Grade A milk. I think 
it will be nearly 20,000. Ultimately the Scheme 
will kill itself, because as the amount increases 
so the amount paid in will have to increase 
also. For 10,000 it is estimated that one-sixth 
of a penny will be taken in levy, but when it 
becomes 20,000 it will be a farthing, and so 
on, to a half-penny, so that ultimately you 
will be paying a penny in and getting a penny 
out. When it comes to that the Milk Marketing 
Board will probably draw their pen through 
the 200,000 bacteria per ¢.c. and write in 30,000. 

“As regards the Attested Herd Scheme, 
since the deputation on which Mr. Nairn served 
there was a further deputation to the Minister 
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of Agriculture at which were present repre- 
sentatives from Breeding Societies, the Dairy 
Shorthorn Association, Milk Recording Asso- 
ciations, the Milk Marketing Board, the N.F.U. 
—in fact, every body—and there was very little 
encouragement for the Attested Herd Scheme. 
We met there to have it explained to us, but 
my own impression was that the explanation 
was not very convincing. Everybody felt that 
there was a step missing. The Ministry were 
going to contribute this penny to those who had 
already helped themselves, those who were in a 
position to benefit by it, but it made no allow- 
ance for those who had still the spade work 
to do. In other words, the Ministry was help- 
ing those who had already endeavoured to free 
their herds, and it was felt and voiced by Mr. 
Mackintosh, of the National Institute at 
Reading, that it would have been better if the 
Ministry had had a stepping stone under which 
they made provision for giving assistance to a 
farmer when he reduced his percentage of 
reactors to, say, 10 per cent., so that it would 
compensate him for the loss of these 10 per 
cent. Again, one can only argue this according 
to local conditions. So far as we are con- 
cerned in the Midlands, it is absolutely useless. 
Our herds used to be at one time fairly self- 
contained. The milk contracts have ruined all 
that. I have not at the present moment a 
single self-contained herd in my district. Of 
course, that is altered now because the farmer 
is paid for every gallon he produces. Never- 
theless, one cannot revert immediately to self- 
contained herds after years of work. Mr. 
Kelland stated that this Attested Herd Scheme 
was only feasible where the herds of the country 
were self-contained, therefore to the large milk 
producing areas of the Midlands it means 
nothing at all. 

“T was surprised at Mr. Brown saying that he 
thought once a year testing was sufficient. It 
may be, in your district, but I have been 
endeavouring to rid a herd in my district for 
a period of ten years, and I have tested most 
of the cows of that herd four times a year, 
but they have had to keep buying and selling. 
Personally I think that for the large majority 
of producers the Scheme is bad. That is my 
own opinion. It may not be right, but time 
will show. 

“ As regards the N.V.M.A. Scheme, as the 
President said, I did attend all the meetings, 
and some of them were quiet meetings, while 
some of them were not so quiet, but it was 
at the best a compromise, and I would like 
to stress this, that it is frightfully easy to 
criticise anything destructively—I mean I could 
go through this now and pick holes in it— 
but it is difficult to criticise a thing construc- 
tively. This is the result of a compromise on 
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all sides. It was criticised at Council meetings 
by certain members who said it was not true 
to say that this had the support of the: pro- 
fession as a whole: that it had not the support 
of the whole profession—nobody said it) had. 
We stated particularly thet it had the support 
of the profession as a whole, and that is a very 
different thing from saying it had the suppert 
of the whole of the profession. 

“Mr. Nairn this afternoon said that he 
thought it would have been better to put our 
faith in the Ministry of Agriculture. Well a 
lot of us theught that, but T think we were 
rather clever, because we were quite certain 
if we said that we should have the whole 
hearted opposition of the Ministry of Health. 
On the other hand, if we recommended the 
Ministry of Hlealth we were quite certain we 
should have the opposition of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and we thought, by putting one 
or the other, if a fight ensued between the two 
Ministries we might in the end get our whole- 
time State service, There were a lot of argu- 
ments in favour of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
but the cone great arguiment in favour of the 
Ministry of Health has been this. that) the 
ultimate product is a Ministry of Health's job, 
and the Milk Designations Order comes under 
the Ministry of Health, as does the Milk and 
Dairies Order, therefore we left it open to the 
powers that be to ‘decide which it should be. 

“My own idea was that every practitioner 
should be eligible. That was a thing, of course, 
which we were asked at the deputation, and 
I do net see any tremendous difficulty in that. 
I am one of those who believe in a county veter- 
inary officer. I think it is helpful to have a little 
supervision, and Tam of opinion that if we had 
a coulty veterinary officer who was in a position 
to advise and supervise and co-ordinate all 
our efforts, things would work «a little more 
smoothly. Eyen supposing you do have a black 
sheep amongst the profession who did not 
examine a herd of cows properly, and supposing 
he missed an animal that he should have 
spotted, the county veterinary officer could go 
and say. ‘1 will go round the herd with you. 
and if he found a cow that should obviously 
have been suspected, | do not think he wou!d 
need to do that twice, I think one lesson would 
be sufficient. If it did occur again then I think 
the consensus of opinion would be that that 
practitioner had not done bis job, but had been 
disloyal not only to his job but to the rest of 
us, and he would be struck off. and L think 
after one or two. strikings-off there would be 
very few more, 

“T do not agree that routine inspection should 
be left to whole-time officials, for the reasons 
I have stated. It may be all right here. but 
it is a very important thing in the south, and 
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we hope, at any rate, to Keep a little coming 
into the * kitty ’ with routine inspections of 
dairy herds. 

“Mr. Nairn spoke of questions which might 
be asked about this Scheme—questions are 
likely to arise, and IT do think that one 
must be prepared with arguments in favour of 
the Scheme. It is not just sufficient to read 
the Scheme through once and turn it) aside, 
because we are faced by the Ministry with per- 
tinent questions—direct questions—how do we 
propose to do this or how do we propose to 
do that? One thing | would like to emphasise 
is that in tuberculin testing if there is any 
doubt you should give the benefit of the doubt 
to the herd and not to the cow. 

“We were asked by the Ministry, did we 
think the practitioners would be loyal, and 
we all said we thought there need be no fear 
about that. When | was told that the percen- 
tage of ineflicient testing was high, I put the 
point that it was rather like milk sampling, 
that if one took a sample of milk from a herd 
and found it unsatisfactory, one went back and 
sulpled it again and again, whereas if one 
found it clean one never bothered that producer 
again for some considerable time. 

Mr. NairN, replying to the discussion, said 
that they had not left him very much to which 
to reply and that they had been very Kind to 
him in their criticism. With regard to Mr. 
Kennedy's query about the legal obligation of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to 
provide a veterinary service for the country, 
they had no legal obligation to provide anything 
of the kind. In fact. if one considered the treat- 
ent our profession as a Wwhole—the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons-—received from 
Government departinents—-not all Government 
departments, but certain departments—they 
would think we had hard’y any claim to exist 
at all. They had only to take the treatment 
the profession received on the Agricultural 
Research Council ant) a Committee they had 
been discussing that afternoon, the Cattle Dis- 
eases Committee. On the Agricultural Research 
Council, a body that devoted most of its funds 
to the investigation of problems affecting the 
health of animals, there was* no veterinary 
representative. On the Cattle Diseases Com- 
mittee we had one representative. 

Mr. Campbell and = others favoured the 
appointment of all practitioners to panels, and 
he might say that that was the opinion of the 
majority of the Committee considering this 
question—that all practitioners who had quali- 
fied should be eligible for election to that panel. 
But that was not the opinion of a number of 
members of the profession, and he thought even 
of their representative on the Cattle Diseases 
Committee, who thought that practitioners doing 
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this work ought to be approved members. He 
was interested in the practice in Fife, where 
the areas of each inspector followed the prac- 
tices rather than any delimitation by parishes 
or by rural landmarks. That was a very difli- 
cult thing, and that had created a great deal 
of difficulty in the south, even more so than in 
Scotland, he believed. But he could see the force 
of this criticism: let them take themselves, if 
one was the administrative officer for the 
county, and if one wanted to know who was the 
inspector for a certain farm, how was one going 
to find out? Would one have to write to the 
practitioners or ‘phone the police station to find 
out who was the inspector of this farm one 
wanted to have examined? There was an ad- 
ministrative difficulty there. He thought, too. 
for that, it would be quite all right to follow 
practices. 

Mr. KENNEDY: “* Of course, that does not arise 
under contagious diseases.” 

Mr. Nairn: “ No, but with this development 
of an extended service it might be a very diffi- 
cult question.” Continuing, Mr. Nairn said that 
there seemed to be a consensus of opinion that 
the Attested Herd Scheme would not appeal 
very seriously to farmers ultimately, that the 
remuneration of 1d, was not sufficient: he 
agreed with that; in fact, he mentioned that he 
thought if they could give a penny on an 
accreditation, or such time as reactors had been 
removed from the herd in the first place, and 
a second penny when they had been cleared 
for a year or six months, it would do a great 
deal to encourage the farmer to proceed with 
the work. Some modification of this was, he 
thought, required. He could not see how it was 
possible to to use up the money allotted to this 
work in either Scotland or England in the next 
four years because so few herds would qualify 
for the Attested Scheme. 

As Mr. Steele Bodger had told them, they 


were faced, when they visited the Ministry of 


Health and the Ministry of Agriculture as’a 
deputation, with that damning statement as 
to the percentage of bad reports they got from 
practitioners, but they did not explain, until they 
forced it from them, that those adverse reports 
or wrong reports came from small areas, that 
the percentage of practitioners actually respon- 
sible for these results was a very small per- 
centage, and it boiled itself down to the same 
result as happened on all those occasions, that 
where the whole profession was supposed to be 
condemned, when one analysed it one found only 
one or two black sheep amongst them. That 
was a point we had to keep hammering into 
those bodies all the time. 


He did not know if he had replied to all 
the speakers. He was not seeking to reply to 
Mr. Steele Bodger, because he thought his 
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explanatory remarks had been an addition to 
his own—in fact, in many respects they had 
improved them—and they called for no reply. 
He showed clearly the work the “ National ” 
was doing on behalf of the profession, and that 
the greatest part of the work was quite unknown 
to the members in the field; that was one 
useful part these meetings could play, by putting 
a little of the work done by the Council of 
the “ National” before the members in the 
field. He thought it would be a good thing 
if every member of the profession could at 
some time or other, visit the Council Chamber 
of the “ National” and see the great amount 
of work that was done. Even then they would 
not know the amount of work that was carried 
through on their behalf. They would have to 
be on a number of the committees, and they 
would know still more if they occupied the presi- 
dential chair, because it was a whole-time task 
to deal with the various problems that arose in 
that body. 

He should like to thank them all for the patient 
hearing they had given him. (Applause.) 

The CHAIRMAN: “‘ IT am sure we have all had 
a most interesting meeting. I am sorry there 
are not more practitioners present, but. still 
sometimes quality will make up for quantity. 
You have heard from our secretary of the work 
the Society of Veterinary Practitioners is doing. 
I do not think I need say any more, but thank 
you all very much for attending and supporting 
us. There is one gentleman who has travelled 
a great number of miles to attend’ this 


meeting, and if all the members _ of 
the Society were as loyal as he is I 
am sure we would be a much stronger body 


than we are. There is one thing I should like 
to say in conclusion, and that is that the 
success of this ‘ National” scheme depends on 
the practitioner. We have heard of unfortunate 
occurrences of individuals letting us down, If 
the Society of Veterinary Practitioners can only 
do one thing, namely, stimulate the practitioners 
to put up a good showing. it will have justified 
its existence. 

“*T had almost forgotten to thank Mr. Nairn 
for opening the discussion. My thanks are going 
to be very short, but, as you Know, they are 
very sincere.” (Applause. ) 

Mr, NAIRN expressed appreciation of the vote 
of thanks, and proposed the payment of a 
similar tribute to the chairman for his conduct 
of the proceedings, and also to their worthy 
secretary. (Applause.) 

The CHAIRMAN: “ I am sure, speaking for the 
secretary and myself, we appreciate very much 
your vote of thanks, but we really do not need 
it. It is such a pleasure to us to come here, 
especially as we do not forget that rousing 
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meeting you gave us last Congress time when 

this Society started on a new lease of ife, which 

it is still enjoying to the full. (Applause.) 
H. W. STEELE BopGer, Hon, Secretary. 


* 


LANCASHIRE VETERINARY 
ASSOCIATION* 
MEETING AT MANCHESTER 

A General Meeting of the Lancashire Veter- 
inary Association was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Aytoun Street, Manchester, on Thursday, May 
23rd, 1985, at 2.80 p.m. 

The Chair was taken by the President, R. C. 
Locke, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (vict.), other 
members present being Messrs, A. LL. Mullen, 
H. G. Hewetson, H. R. Hewetson, HH. T. 
Matthews, T. Wilson, A. J. Wright, G. ©. 
Webster, Ek. H. Curbishley, W. Woods, J. HH. 
Wright, J. H. White, IP. O’Neill, H. Holroyd, 
Warwick Fowle, R. Datnow, BP. 'T. Lindsay. J. 0. 
Powley, J. Holroyd, G. H. Locke, C. FL Shaw- 
cross, J. Adamson, jun. J.B. Garside, G. 
Mayall, A. B. Mattinson, A. Hl. Leyland, HH. 
Sumner, jun, and P. T. Mitchell, Misses R. 
Ransome-Wallis and M. Kerr Wilson, 

Visitors.— J, C. Baird, T. E. Hey, Miss V. 'T. 
Thomason and Miss Ek. H. Patchett. 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been 
published in The Veferinary Record, were taken 
as read. 

Correspondence.-A,-— Apologies for unavoid- 
able absence were read from Messrs. A. W, Noel 
Pillers, Richard Hughes, C, W. Pembrey, KE. J. 
Burndred, G. O. Davies and J. W. Brittlebank. 

B.—Letters from :— 

(1) H. W. Miller, Preston, tendering his 
resignation as a member of the Association 
owing to his having left the district. 

(2) The Secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons acknowledging donation of 
three guineas to the Library Endowment Fund. 

(3) The General Secretary of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, acknowledging 
receipt of resolution of the Division with 
reference to the amendment of the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order, 1925. 

(4) The General Secretary of the N.V.LM-A. 
conveying the views of the Veterinary Officers 
and Public Heaith Committee with regard to 
the formulation of fees for the clinical exam- 
ination under the Accredited Herd Scheme, Mr. 
J. Ho_troyp suggested that a copy of the parti- 
culars enclosed with the letter be sent to the 
Veterinary Inspectors’ sections of the Laneca- 
shire Division. 

(5) The Secretary of the N.V.M.A., with 
reference to changes in the Veterinary Advisory 
Officers Scheme. It was agreed on the proposi- 
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lion of Mr. H.R. Hewersonx, seconded by Mr. 
G. (. Wersstrer. that the matter be referred to 
the Council. 

(6) The Secretary of the N.V.IM.A, with 
reference to braxy-like diseases. It was unani- 
mously agreed that this matter be referred to 
the Council. 

Resignation. Arising from the correspondence, 
on the proposition of Mr. J. Holroyd, seconded 
by Mr. G. TH. Locke, it was agreed that Mr. 
Miller's resignation be formally accepted with 
regret, 

Nominalions for Membership.—Mr. Mullen 
proposed Miss V. Tillemont-Thomason, MeR.C.V.S., 
Seaforth, Mr. Matthews proposed Mr. J. 0. 
Baird, M.ek.c.v.s., Liverpool, and Mr. Wi'son pro- 
posed Mr. J. Kk. Stuart, Mer.c.v.s., Nantwich, for 
membership of the Association. 

Election of New Members..-Mr. J. Brennan. 
M.R.C.V.S., proposed by Mr. J. Holroyd, seconded 
by Mr. G. HH. Locke, and Messrs. (. Tullis, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.. Wallasey, and R. FL Bett, 
M.R.C.V.S., Mottraim-in-Longdendale, proposed by 
Mr. A. L. Mullen, seconded by Mr. G. Mayall, 
Were unanimously elected members of — the 
Association, 

Counctl Reporl——A special Council Meeting 
Was held in’ Manchester on Wednesday, Apri! 
W7th,. 1935. The President, Mr. R. C. Locke, 
occupied the Chair, other members present being 
Messrs. Hlolrovd, Villers, H.R. Hewetson, 
Woods, T. A, Dobie, A, J. Wright, Ek. H. Cur- 
bish’ey, Sumner, jun, Webster. The minutes 
were not rend, in view of the nature of the 
necting which was specially called. 

Business was to consider a covering letter and 
questionnaire received from two members of 
the L.VIA. in connection with the organisation 
of the RS.PLCLAL clinie in Liverpool, After a 
full discussion it was resolved that the Hon. 
Secretary be instructed to forward the ques- 
tionnaire to the Organising Conunittee of the 
N.VLMLA. for their observations. The date for 
the next meeting was,fixed for Thursday, May 
23rd, 19385, in’ Manchester, at 2.80) p.m.. the 
Summer Meeting to be held on June 19th. An 
instruction Was given to the Hon, Secretary 
concerning future meetings held in’ Liverpool 
University. . 

On the proposition of Mr, CC. FL. SHAwCcROss, 
seconded by Mr. A. J. Wricur, it was unani- 
ously resolved that the Council Report be 
adopted. 

Obituary. “The President made sympathetic 
reference to the death of Mr, George Boulton, 
WLRLC.V.S.. Sandbach, and proposed that a letter 
of condolence be sent to his widow. The mem- 
bers signified their approval of the proposal by 
standing in silence, 

Paper.—TVhe President then called upon Dr, 
Kred Bullock, Registrar of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. to present his address 
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on ‘* Professional Conduct.” {Dr. Bullock’s 
uddress is reproduced at the commencement of 
this issue, together with a report of the dis- 
cussion upon it and the essayist’s reply thereto. 
-—Editor. | 

A vote of thanks to Dr, Bullock was proposed 
by Mr. W. Woops, seconded by Mr, E. H. 
CURBISHLEY, and carried with acclamation, 

A letter from Mr. T., Wilson, Nantwich, was 
read in which was contained the following reso- 
lution from the Cheshire Veterinary Inspectors 
section of the Lancashire Division: ** That the 
Cheshire County Council be urged to take into 
consideration before appointing more whole-time 
Veterinary Inspectors the recommendation of 
the N.V.M.A., viz., that the services of the 
general practitioners should be utilised as far 
as possible in any scheme for the eradication 
of cattle diseases.” 

The President nade an appeal to the mem- 
bers to bring forward exhibits and interesting 
specimens to the Summer Meeting to be held 
at Buxton on June 19th. 

There being no other business, the President 
declared the meeting closed. 

A. L. MULLEN, Hon. Secretary. 





In Parliament 
The following question and answer has been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently: 
DoG LICENCES 
Sir Joun Power asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (1), the number of licences issued 
in respect of dogs, and the amounts received 
in respect of each of the financial years ended 
March, 1904, March, 1914, March, 1924, and 
March, 1934. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: With my hon. Friend’s 
permission, | will circulate the figures in the 
Official Report. Following are the figures:— 


Dog Licences. 
Number. Net Receipts. 


Year ended 
March 3ist. 


1904 .... - 1,602,974 600,958, 
1914 ... -— 1,978,440 741,902 
1924 ... _— 2,488,623 933,218 
1934 ... enh 2,902,253 1,088,331 





GRADED MILK 


Proposals for the simplifying of the nomen- 
clature of graded milk have been put forward 
by the Ministry of Health for the consideration 
of producers and distributors. It is suggested 
that “certified ” and “Grade A (t.t.)” should 
be merged into one grade to be known as 
“ certified,” the present requirements for_ the 
“ Grade A (t.t.) ” standard being accepted. Thus 
all raw milk satisfying this standard and coming 
from tuberculin-tested cows would be called 
“certified.” “ Grade A” milk should, it is sug- 
gested, be called standard milk, but only for 
wholesale purposes. It would not be sold as 
such to consumers, who, if they wanted graded 
milk, would be restricted in choice to “ certified ” 
at a comparatively high price. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest 
for inclusion in these columns. 





Diary of Events 


July 19th.—Summer Meeting of the Royal 
Counties Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Cowley, nr, Oxford, 2 p.m. 

July 19th.—Meeting of the North Wales Divi- 
sion, N.V.M.A., at Rhyl, 2.15 p.m. 

July 22nd.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
suildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4 p.m. 

July 29th—August 2nd: N.V.M.A. Congress at 
Belfast. 

Aug. 1st.—Annual Meeting and Dinner of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 
Alumnus Association, at Belfast, 
6.30 p.m. 

August 24th.—Last date for entries for Jubilee 
Memorial Prize Examination. 

Sept. 24th to 25th.—Jubilee Memorial Prize 
Examination. 


a * * a a 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS 


Mr. J. W. MeIntosh Elected President 


The Council of the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons, at its recently-held Quarterly 
Meeting, elected Mr. J. W. McIntosh, M.R.C.v.s., 
F.R.S.E., President of the College for the ensuing 
year. 

In publishing in an early issue a full account 
of the proceedings of the meeting at which 
his election was unanimously made, we shall 
take advantage of the occasion to remind our 
readers of features of the newly-elected 
President’s life and work as an outstandingly 
active member of the profession, Not only has 
Mr. McIntosh achieved an unrivalled reputation 
as an authority on the feeding and management 
of transport animals, and as perhaps the most 
consistently ardent supporter of the horse in 
the face of the uncompromising opposition of 
those interested in the introduction of the 
mechanically-propelled vehicle, but none has 
deserved better of his profession by reason of 
his long and valued participation in the labours 
both of the governing body of the profession 
and the Council of the N.V.M.A. 

The honour now bestowed upon him by his 
fellow Councillors will be universally acclaimed 
as a fitting—indeed, an inevitable—acknowledg- 
ment of the profession’s regard for a member 
whose loyalty to its best interests has led him 
to place his statesmanlike abilities, without stint 
and with no regard for persona! convenience, 
at the disposal of those bodies and causes to 
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which his services have proved of such 
inestimable benefit. 
* 
THE BELFAST CONGRESS 

Mr. J. I. Magowan, the Local Secretary to 
the Provisional Committee for the forthcoming 
N.V.M.LA. Congress at Belfast, informs us that 
he has posted guides and maps of the City to 
all members from whom he has received appli- 
cations for invitations and tickets. This is an 
indication of the thorough-going manner in 
which the convenience and comfort of all visitors 
to Congress are being considered and we are glad 
to learn that there is every prospect that those 
responsible for the arrangements will reap the 
reward of their labours in a record attendance. 

We are asked to remind all members to bring 
their invitations, guide books and maps wiih 
them, as duplicates cannot be issued. 


PROFESSOR CRAIG’S LIVERPOOL 
APPOINTMENT 


As we go to press we learn of the official 
announcement from the University of Liverpool 
that, at a meeting of the Council held on Wed- 
nesday last, Professor J. F. Craig, Principal 
of the Veterinary College of Ireland. was 
appointed to the William Prescott Chair of the 
Care of Animals—Causation and Prevention of 
Disease—from October 1st next, in succession 
to the late Professor S. H. Gaiger. All the 
members of the N.V.M.A. will join with us in 
congratulating the President upon his appoint- 
ment. ' 


PERSONAL 
Birth.—On June 29th, 1935, at Lima House, 
Reading, to Mary Kathleen (née Pratt), wife of 
Norman Percy Male, a daughter. 


On Leave.—Following is the list of Colonial 
Service Velerinary Officers who have arrived 
home on leave from the Colonies, Protectorates, 
etc.: 

Cyprus.—Roe, R. J., Chief Veterinary Officer. 

Nigeria.—Hall, G. Norman, Veterinary Pathol- 
ogist. 

Nigeria.—_Henderson, N. W., 
Officer. 


Chief Veterinary 


Mr. Tweed’s Appointment to Somerset.— 
Mr. W. Tweed, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Who, as 
announced in our last issue, has been appointed 
County Veterinary Officer of Somerset, will take 
up his new duties on September Ist, 1935. 

The Sheffield City Council at its meeting held 
on July 3rd, 1935, confirmed the following minute 
of the Health Committee: “ The Committee whilst 
regretting the resignation of Mr. William Tweed, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Chief Veterinary Officer, con- 
gratulate him on his appointment as County 
Veterinary Officer for Somerset and express their 
best wishes for his future success. 

“ They also place on record their appreciation 

s 
of the highly efficient services which he rendered 
during the five years as Chief Veterinary Officer.” 








R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Broap, William T. D., 11, The Parade, Marl- 
borough, Wilts. Graduated London, May 19th, 
1892; died July 2nd, 1935, aged 64 years. 

DawTrREY, Richard William, 7, Hawley Road, 
Rustington, Litthkehampton, Sussex. Graduated 
New Edinburgh, April 21st, 1885; died July 4th, 
1935. 

DraGE, Francis Binyoun, Veterinary Lieut.- 
Colonel R.A.V.C. (retd.), Chapel Brampton, 
Brixworth, Northampton. Graduated London, 
December 22nd, 1887; died July 7th, 1935, aged 
68 years. 


Mr. W. T. BROAD, M.R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Broad, who, says The Wiltshire Gazelle, 
was exceedingly popular and highly respected, 
qualified as a veterinary surgeon as far back 
as 1892, and subsequently he entered into 
partnership with the late Mr. Hussey, of Devizes. 
After a comparatively short period he bought 
the practice, which he carried on afterwards 
— something like 40 years. His apprenticeship 

ras served with his uncle, the late Mr. Thomas 
peel of Bath, who acquired a reputation of 
eminence in his profession. 

Mr. William Broad, who came from Winsley, 
Bradford-on-Avon, was at one time president ol 
the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion. He was also one of the veterinary inspectors 
for the county of por ing and his work took 
him over a wide area, in which his skill and 
advice were reaaeiel "as being of the greatest 
value. He was keenly enthusiastic in all matters 
appertaining to his special duties, which brought 
him into close and intimate contact with racing 
stables in the district, where trainers held a 
high opinion of his abilities. Mr. Broad, who 
hardly ever took a holiday, was a man of 
considerable energy, and studied deeply any- 
thing relating to his profession. He had few 
hobbies, but was fond of gardening. He leaves 
a widow and a son (Mr. Alfred John Broad). 

At the interment, which took place at = St. 
Mary’s Church, Marlborough, the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association were represented 
by Captain J. C, Coleman. 

Mr. R. W. DAWTREY, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. R. W. Dawtrey, M.R.c.Vv.s., was one of the 
best known veterinary practitioners in Wesl 
Sussex. He had been a Veterinary Inspector 
of the County Council for more than 45 years. 

Mr. Dawtrey had up to about three years ago 
carried on an extensive practice at East Street, 
Chichester, living subsequently in Hawley Road, 
Rustington. He leaves a widow and daughter. 

The funeral service was held at Litthehampton 
Parish Church, when among those present was 
Mr. J. W. Pritchard, m.r.c.v.s., of Brighton, who 
attended as a Member of the College, and 
Mr. Dawtrey’ S brother- in-law. . 

* 


L IVERPOOL DEGRE ES OF MY. ‘Sc. AND B.V.Sc. 


The following are the University of Liverpool, 
School of Veterinary Science, Examination Lists 
for June and July, in connection with the 
University Degrees of M.V.Sec. and B.V.Se.:— 

DEGREE OF M.V.Sc. 

Taylor, E. L. 

DEGREE OF B.V.Sc. 

First EXAMINATION. Parl J7.—Carr, W. H., 
Craig, N., Dalby, Mary, Donnelly, J. F., 
*Hanbury, D. G., Hornby, R. B., Hughes, E. J., 
John, H. M., Mullin, A. B., Shaw, G. D., Small- 
wood, Ethel, Stewart, Brenda M., Sutton, D. O. 
Part I].—Carr, W. H., Craig, N., Dalby, Mary, 








ETERIN ARY 


820, No, 28. VoL. Xv. THE V. 


F., *Hanbury, D. G., Hornby, R. B.. 
Mullin, A. B., Smallwood, 
Part I[ll.—Arthur, G. R., 


Donnelly, J. 
Hughes, E. J., 


Sutton, D. O. Carr, 


W. H., Dalby, Mary, Hanbury, D. G., Hornby. 
R. B., Hughes, E. J., John, H. M., Smallwood, 
Ethel, Stewart, Brenda M., Sutton, D. O., Willis, 
G. A. 


* Passed with distinction. 


SECOND EXAMINATION. (Qld = Regulations). 
Part I-—Needham, A. J. E. 

Tuirnp Examination. (Old Regulations). Part 
U1.—O’Neill, P. A. F. Part IIl.-—Massey, 


Kathleen M., Young, S. C. 


THirp EXAMINATION. (New gg ae 
Part Il. Jones, S., Kieran, H., Shirley, G. N. 
THIRD EXAMINATION. — Re — 


Part I11.--Jones, S., Kieran, H., 6. Shirley, G. 
Tutton, E. A. 
(Old Regulations). 


FINAL EXAMINATION. 
Part 1.—Brock, Doris M., Henderson, Ruth M.., 
Waddington, F. G. 


Setterfield, R. R., 1. 2. 3. : 
Part Il—4, Edwards, G. B., Hey, T. E., 4.. 5. 
Jatchett, Edith, 5. Tillemont- Thom: ison, Victoire 
de C.C. 


1. Distinetion in Parasitology including Proto- 
zoology, Helminthology and Entomology. 

2. Distinction in Veterinary Medicine. 

3. Distinction in Veterinary Surgery (including 


Obstetrics). 


4. Distinction in Hygiene, Inspection and 
Production of Milk. 

5. Distinction in Toxicology and Jurispru- 
dence. 


6. Distinction: in Genetics. 


ROY AL (DIC K) VETE RIN ARY COL L EGE 


ANNUAL DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES 
Mr. P. R. Laird, Secretary of the Department 


of Health for Scotland, distributed the annual 
prizes at a ceremony held in the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, on Friday, 
July Sth, 1935. 


Addressing the large assembly gathered for the 
oceasion, Mr. Laird pointed out that the numbers 
of students at the College had increased 100 
per cent. in the last six or seven years, and 
the fine building was finding it difficult lo keep 
pace with the work. At present, there were 
students from 28 Scottish counties, 29 English 
counties, four Irish counties, while ten countries 
abroad were represented. 

He supposed that there was hardly a country 
in the British Commonwealth which had_ pot 
a graduate of the Dick College in its veterinary 
service. More and more was it being realised 
that veterinary science was the handmaid both 
of agriculture and public health, and in connec- 
tion with the scheme for a pure milk supply 
of the country his Department had recently 
appointed three velerinary inspectors, and they 
were all Dick College men. (Applause.) 

Mr. Laird added that he did not want to give 
the impression that there was a_ bottomless 
demand for qualified veterinary surgeons. There 
was, some time ago, but he believed that it was 
now rapidly being made good. The idea that 
there was no limit to the opportunities available 
in their public departments was wrong. 
* Nevertheless,” said Mr, Laird, “ 1 do feel sure 
that there will be a steady, increasing demand 
in the future for veterinary surgeons, and I know 


that this College will be ready to meet that 
demand.” J, 
Dr. T. G. Nasmyth, who presided, referred 


to the growing interest which was being taken 
in veterinary science, and mentioned the 


Ethel, 
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recent Highland Show at Aberdeen. xe 
realised when [| was there,” said Dr. Nasmyth, 
‘how much the success of the Show depended 
upon the veterinary inspectors. To see those 
splendid animals in such fine condition implied 
that very careful veterinary inspection had been 
made from the day they were born to the day 


of the Show.” 

He appealed to the students to come back 
to the College-——to visit the scene of their 
struggles and successes—and never to forget 
William Dick, the founder, and his _ sister, 
“that grand old lady.” (Applause.) 

ANOTHER RECORD SESSION 

Principal Charnock Bradley spoke of — the 

efforts of the College to secure its own play- 


This generation of students might 
he said, but other students who 
followed would always be grateful for those 
who had started a movement, the end of 
which could do nothing but good. 

The session had established another record 
for numbers, and it was the third year in 
succession when he had had to make that 
pleasing statement. He emphasised, however. 
that they did not depend upon quantity, but 
rather upon quality, and that was becoming 
increasingly obvious from the numbers of 
students who had been taking those’ higher 
degrees, such as the B.Sc. in veterinary science, 
and other important diplomas. 

A closer liaison, such as existed at the pre- 
sent time between veterinary science and human 
medicine, was much to be desired, said Pro- 
fessor Edwin Bramwell, President of the Royal 
College of Physicians, when he proposed a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Laird. 

The Master of the Merchant 
R. H. Munro, proposed a vote of 
donors of the prizes, and the 
thanked on the motion of Dr. A. 


THe PRIZE-WINNERS 
Prize-winners were as follows: 


ing field. 
not benefit, 


Company, Mr. 
thanks to the 
chairman was 
Logan Turner. 


Silver Medal. Bronze Medal. 
Chemistry... J. H, Wilkins. D. Evans. 
Practical J. Gray. 

Chemistry 
Bologv . J. H. Wilkins. J. Keppie. 

R. Stewart MacDougall Prize —-J. H. Wilkins. 
Anatomy II. J. J. Low. G. W. Argo. 
Practical 

Anatomy W. Clark. 
Physiology W. Clark. J. J. Low. 
Practical 

Physiology D. Christie. 
Histology xa R. W. Roach. 
Animal 

Management T. E. Cinristie. W. Clark. 

The Gemmell Prize-—T. E. Christie, 
Anatomy IT] ... J. W. Whittick. J. Norval. 
Practical 

Anatomy J. W. Whittick. 
Pathology .. R.O. Muir, asc. J. GK. 
Henderson. 
Materia 
Medica J. W. Whiltick. J. Norval. 


Norval. J. W. Whittick. 
Medal. -W. W. Gregor. 
Whittick. 


Hygiene ee * 
Craig Robinson 
The M’Callum Prize —J. W. 


Medicine W. H. Brownlie. D. M’Kelvey. 
Surgery W. M. Brownlie. H. E. Harbour, 
B.A. 
Obstetrics ... & |. Harriss. H. E. Harbour.. 
B.A. 
Clinique ... W. J. Milroy. D. M’Kelvey. 
Parasitology ... W. M. Brownlie. 


Macfarlane (Aggregate) Medal—-W. M. Brownlie. 
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DR. VON OSTERTAG’S HEALTH 


In reply to a letter addressed to him by the 
Registrar of the College, Professor Dr. von 
Ostertag writes to say that his recovery from his 
recent operation is satisfactory, and that he hopes 
soon to be supplied with an artificial foot which 
he is assured will enable him to get about 
without much loss of his usual activity. 


* i 2% Xk DS 


MUNSTER VETERINARY INSPECTORS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


Addressing a meeting of the above Association 
held in Cork on June 26th, the Chairman, Mr. 
T. J. Alexander, said that, without going into 
a large survey of the past year, he thought they 
might congratulate’ themselves that the work for 
which they were so inadequately paid had been 
faithfully and conscientiously performed. Matters 
of hygiene and sanitation, especially as regards 
milk, as well as other commodities which came 
within their control, had shown a vast improve- 
ment. They congratulated the Government on 
their endeavours to bring this about, and despite 
all the difficulties placed in their way, they 
would faithfully co-operate with them to the 
best of their ability. 

Dealing with the correspondence, a letter was 
read from Professor O’Connor, hon. secretary of 
the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland, 
together with a copy of a letter which he had 
forwarded to the Minister for Local Government 
and Public Health, pointing out the heavy 
travelling expenses incurred by part-time Veter- 
inary Inspectors in the carrying out of their 
duties under the Bovine Tuberculosis Order, 
inspection of dairies, cowsheds, etc. These 
duties had greatly increased and the journeys 
were often long and in hilly and out of the 
way places, with indifferent roads, and conse- 
quent heavy wear and tear on cars and high 
average petrol, oil and tyre consumption. Veter- 
inary Inspectors were not able to afford these 
heavy expenses out of their meagre salaries, but 
they were necessary for the efficient carrying 
out of their duties, and it was therefore earnestly 
hoped that the Minister would sympathetically 
consider the case and grant a reasonable motor 
mileage allowance. ’ 

A long discussion ensued on important veter- 
inary matters and their relationship to Public 
Health, during which one member complained 
that he had to carry out meat inspection and 
stamping in eight butchers’ premises, in a rural 
area, for a salary that worked out at 5s. 11d. 
per week! The meeting agreed that such a 
state of affairs was nothing short of disgraceful, 
and promised that any effort the member would 
make to rectify matters would receive the full 
support of the Association. 

During further discussion, it was proposed that 
the Department of Agriculture be asked to pur- 
chase no bulls in future unless satisfactory 
evidence were produced that they have passed 
the tuberculin test, and that no bull be awarded 
a premium unless he has passed the test. 

The Hon. Treasurer’s statement having been 
considered satisfactory, it was proposed that a 
sum of £3 3s. per annum be subscribed to the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, an institu- 
tion that was doing a tremendous amount of 
good for needy members of the profession and 
their relatives, both in this country as well as 
in Great Britain. 

Votes of sympathy were passed to the relatives 
of the late Mr, Cooney, M.R.c.v.s., Dunmanway, 
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and to Mr. T. O’Leary, M.R.c.v.s., Macroom, an 
old and valued member of the Association, on 
his recent bereavement. 


* * * * 


RESEARCH DEFENCE SOCIETY 
MEMORIAL LECTURE BY SIR FREDERICK HOBDAY 


The annual meeting of the Research Defence 
Society was held on June 12th, under the chair- 
manship of Lord Lamington, when the ninth 
Stephen Paget Memorial Lecture was delivered 
by Sir Frederick Hobday, whose subject was 
“The Relief of Animal Suffering.” 

Sir Frederick Hobday began by outlining the 
scope of veterinary medicine. It was estimated 
that in this country, notwithstanding the 
immense increase in motor transport, there were 
still 930,000 horses. There was one dog to every 
fifteen of the population. Among farm animals, 
cattle numbered over six millions, sheep 17 
millions, and pigs two millions. The aggregate 
value of the farm animals of Great Britain was 
£150,000,000, and some £75,000,000 worth of meat 
and £60,000,000 worth of milk was produced 
annually. A highly trained veterinary service, 
therefore, was a national necessity. 

He proceeded to summarise the course of study 
necessary for the diploma of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. The matriculation 
examination was the same as for students in 
human medicine, and there followed a five-years’ 
course in a veterinary college, with an additional 
year if the student desired a university degree. 
The usual science subjects were followed by 
courses of study in physiology, anatomy, animal 
husbandry, pathology and_ bacteriology, _bio- 
chemistry, meat and milk infections, jurispru- 
dence, and veterinary medicine and surgery. 
Every student was required, before being allowed 
to enter for the final examinations, to produce 
evidence of having been in country practice 
where he had seen at least six cases of parturi- 
tion in farm animals. The public as a whole 
did not realise the stringency of the examinations 
which had to be passed, nor did they realise 
the large amount of scientific laboratory research 
which had to be done in order to prevent 
epidemics alike in animals and man. Numerous 
diseases met with in veterinary and in medical 
practice were analogous, having a common 
origin, so that the research workers in both fields 
mutually assisted one another. He instanced 
tetanus, glanders, and anthrax in this connection, 
and said that in respect of several diseases the 
veterinarian was guardian of the public health 
and must always occupy the front trench, because 
if a virus was eradicated from animals it was 
automatically eradicated from man. In dealing 
with epidemics, of course, workers in veterinary 
medicine could be more thoroughgoing than their 
colleagues in human medicine, because they could 
kill infected animals where this was thought 
necessary, and thus rigidly confine areas of infec- 
tion within narrow limits. Even in tuberculosis 
—a subject which was now being seriously 
tackled from the side of tuberculous milk—the 
veterinary public health official and the sanitary 
inspector had already done much for the allevia- 
tion of human as well as of animal suffering. 


RELIEF OF ANIMAL SUFFERING 


Sir Frederick Hobday then proceeded to speak 
of the role of the veterinary surgeon in the 
relief of animal suffering. Humane killing of 
food animals owed its original impetus to the 
chief veterinary officer of the abattoir at Berne, 
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and the present satisfactory way of stunning 
pigs by electricity was the invention of the chief 
veterinary official of the abattoir at Munich and 
an engineer of that city. The recent triumph 
over that scourge of the dog, distemper, was an 
instance of the good results of collaboration 
between scientists and field workers, for the work 
done by Laidlaw and Dunkin in the laboratories 
could not have reached its full practical value 
in the alleviation of canine suffering without 
the added research into the lives of these animals 
by workers who dealt with them under natural 
conditions. He next placed on the screen a 
number of lantern slides and cinematograph films 
illustrating ailments and accidents occurring 
commonly amongst animals and the measures 
applied for their relief. Incidentally he men- 
tioned that the Royal Veterinary College had the 
best film library of the kind in the world. The 
cases shown included some remarkable feats 
by dogs, cows, and other animals in swallowing 
inconvenient and inedible articles. 

A vote of thanks to Sir Frederick Hobday for 
his lecture was proposed by the Honourable Sir 
Arthur Stanley, chairman of the committee, and 
seconded by Professor A. VY. Hill, F.R.s., vice- 
chairman. 


Tue PAst YEAR’S WORK 


At the business meeting of the Society which 
followed, it was reported that the past year 
had been lacking in events of major importance 
so far as the Research Defence Society was 
concerned; there had been no anti-vivisection 
Bills before Parliament, but in the provincial 
press, on advertisement hoardings, and on 
transport vans there had been a_ noticeable 
increase in misleading advertisements, and 
whenever possible the Society had taken steps to 
bring these to the notice of the responsible autho- 
rities, pointing out the mischievous and some- 
times dangerous nature of such propaganda, and 
in two important instances the protest had been 
successful. The Society had also endeavoured to 
counter the propaganda against the modern treat- 
ment and prevention of diphtheria. 

Four vice-presidents of the Society have died 
during the year—namely, Sir John Rose_ Brad- 
ford, Sir Arthur Schuster, Lord Somerleyton, 
and Sir Edward Sharpey-Schafer. Major-General 
P. H. Henderson was made a vice-president, and 
Mr. Gray Clegg, who has been instrumental in 
forming a Manchester branch, a member of the 
committee. 

* co 
. ‘ 
FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE PROSECUTION 

At Rochdale, Lancashire, recently, John Ellis 
Eastwood, farmer and butcher, of Gnat Bank 
Farm, Bamford, was fined £10 for failing to notify 
an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease at his 
farm. An allegation that he failed to keep five 
affected cattle separated from other cattle was 
dismissed. Eastwood said he had been farming 
for 25 years, but had no previous experience 
of the symptoms of the disease. He thought the 
cow first infected had a cold in its limbs, and 
had intended to fetch the veterinary surgeon the 
following day. 

a co 3K * 1K 
A PURE MILK SUPPLY 
Major RABAGLIATI AND “ THE ONLY RoAp TO REAL 
Success ” 

Major D. S. Rabagliati, chief veterinary officer 
to the West Riding Council, addressing a joint 
congress of the Royal Institute of Public Health 
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and the Institute of Hygiene, recently held at 
Harrogate, to discuss measures for the improve- 
ment of the milk supply, said a great deal was 
being done to improve matters, but the only 
road to real success was the complete eradica- 
tion of tuberculosis from dairy herds. “ All 
other measures taken up to now are, at the best, 
palliatives,” he said, “and although they 
undoubtedly lessen the danger, they do not strike 
at the root of the evil.” 

The biological test of milk samples, the clinical 
veterinary examination of cows, the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order, and pasteurisation were all 
found wanting on too many occasions. Routine 
examination of cows was a sound measure, and 
if visits could be made at least once a quarter, 
a great deal could be done in weeding out the 
dangerous cow; but here again the system failed 
to clear disease from the herd. 

The conditions laid down for tubercle-free 
herds were hardly rigid enough and were not 
ideal, although their introduction had been very 
salutary. 

The chief difficulty was the lack of demand 
for guaranteed milk. The public did not under- 
Stand its value; they were confused by the 
anomalies of nomenclature, and the medical pro- 
fession as a whole did not push the claims of 
the high-class product. There was also the 
amazing fact that public bodies would not pay 
the extra cost, although they advocated improve- 
ment of supplies. 

The Attested Herd Scheme was based on sound 
principles and was the last word in the method 
of keeping a herd free from tuberculosis, but the 
bonus did not go anything like far enough to 
recoup the producer for his outlay. 

Some scheme between the Grade “A” and 
Attested schemes was called for. There should 
be a guaranteed price to encourage producers, 
but the price to the public ought not to be higher 
than that of ordinary milk. If, instead of offer- 
ing a penny per gallon for “accredited” milk, 
say threepence per gallon were given to all 
producing tubercle-free milk on lines similar to 
the present Grade “ A” (t.t.), or a modification 
of it, it would have been much more useful. 


a x Bt x % 


COMBATING ANIMAL DISEASE IN THE U.S.A. 


In the course of his Presidential address to 
the 38th Annual Meeting of the Live Stock Sani- 
tary Association, Dr. Thomas E. Robinson, Pro- 
vidence R.I. State veterinarian, remarked upon 
the importance of the work of the Association 
in combating livestock diseases which, if in- 
effectively controlled, entailed great losses, not 
only to agriculture but to the general wealth of 
the country. Comparison of the history of live- 
stock disease in America with that of many 
foreign countries would prove the value of their 
efforts. Though new diseases and problems were 
constantly presenting themselves, he thought they 
had nothing to fear so long as the sanitary 
officials of the United States continued to pool 
their resources with that Association. He wanted 
particularly to pay tribute to those members en- 
gaged in “ preventive measures,” especially the 
building up of immunisation through vaccina- 
tion and the detection of disease through the 
development of certain biological tests. 

The President then mentioned the Twelfth 
International Veterinary Congress held in the 
United States as being probably the outstanding 
event of the year, it having proved to be the 
largest, most widely representative livestock and 
veterinary meeting of its kind ever held. As 
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being the main features of the Congress, Dr. 
Robinson referred to the educational exhibit por- 
traying methods of combating some of the more 
important contagious and infectious diseases, the 
addresses and papers presented to the Congress, 
the broadcasting of six addresses, and the election 
of Dr. J. R. Mohler, Chief of the Bureau of 
Animal Industry of the U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture as President of the International Veter- 
inary Congress. 

In regard to the financial support for disease 
control activities given by the federal govern- 
ment, Dr. Robinson said that the livestock in- 
dustry had received definite benefit in the way 
of increased appropriations. $4,042,179 were 
appropriated for indemnifying cattle owners for 
cattle condemned as a result of the tuberculin 
test, and from special emergency appropriations, 
principally the Jones-Connally bill, $30,000,000 
were reserved tentatively for cattle disease work, 
this being divided by setting aside $12,000,000 
for tuberculosis eradication, $17,000,000 for 
Bang’s disease and $1,000,000 for miscellaneous 
work, probably mastitis. From Federal Emer- 
gency Relief appropriations substantial sums had 
been set aside for the movement of cattle in the 
drought-stricken areas, to be purchased outright 
by the government and distributed among the 
unemployed during the year by the Federal 
Emergency Relief Administration. 

Work on the following diseases (among others) 
was then summarised by the President. 

Bovine Titberculosis——A record number of 
tuberculin tests was applied to cattle during 
the year ended June 30th, 1934 (1,256,039 herds, 
comprising 14,887,746 cattle). Of the total num- 
ber, 232,150 (1:6 per cent.) were positive reactors. 
There were now 225,809 fully accredited herds 
(3,400,000 cattle) and 4,300,000 herds (39,000,000 
cattle) under supervision for the eradication of 
bovine tuberculosis. It was especially gratifying 
to note that 18 States were fully “ modified ac- 
credited,” with indications of more States to 
follow. 

Avian Tuberculosis.—The prevalence of this 
type in swine still presented a desirous problem 
owing to the wide distribution of infected poultry 
flocks, particularly in the middle western and 
north central States. While valuable work was 
being done in this direction, a more far-reaching 
programme of testing and elimination of diseases 
of livestock was necessary. 

Bang’s Disease.—During the year a programme 
had been initiated by the federal government 
to test and slaughter animals reacting to the 
agglutination test for Bang’s disease. This pro- 
gramme was conducted on a_ voluntary basis 
and farmers co-operating signed agreements to 
have all reactors’ slaughtered. When new 
animals were purchased a retest was made at 
required intervals. The federal government made 
indemnity payments according to appraised 
values up to a maximum of $20.00 for grades 
and $50.00 for registered pure-bred cattle. The 
owner received, in addition, all returns for sal- 
vage. In some States laws had been passed 
making possible a State indemnity as well as 
that now paid by the federal government. 

While this programme of testing was initiated 
as a cattle-reduction measure, its greatest im- 
portance was in cleaning up diseases among 
herds and in safe-guarding the health of the 
people through removing the possible cause of 
undulant fever. ; ; 

Hog Cholera.—This was not being satisfactorily 
controlled at the present time. A nation-wide 
programme was necessary, involving restrictions 











THE VETERINARY RECORD. No. 28. VoL. xv. 823 


as to the use of hog cholera virus, the more 
extensive use and systematic practice of im- 
munisation, and the restriction of such practice 
to competent veterinarians. 

Rabies.—While individual states had enacted 
laws looking to the control of rabies, none showed 
any degree of unification in reference to the 
methods employed, and the President thought 
the Association might well, through a proper 
committee, make a study of the problem and 
recommend a nation-wide programme, including 
an active educational campaign and _ stringent 
State laws regarding confinement of dogs especi- 
ally during epizo6étics, and the question of vac- 
cination and its proper use and control. 

Texas Fever.—The process of tick eradication 
began in the United States nearly thirty years 
ago, when nearly all States from California to 
the Atlantic seaboard were infected. The States 
were now all free except Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. It seemed,: therefore, that the pro- 
gramme now in effect would shortly accomplish 
complete eradication. 

Mastitis—The President desired to call the 
attention of the Association to the growing pre- 
valence among dairy herds of mastitis, with its 
great economic losses to dairymen and danger 
to public health. None of the forms of treatment 
adopted in the past having proved satisfactory 
he thought that here again the Association could 
render a valuable service to the dairy industry 
by making an intensive study of the subject. He 
understood that the federal government had 
already set aside a substantial sum for work on 
this disease, and a committee of their Association 
could well work with the federal agencies to 
develop the necessary fundamental research. 


* % * * Bo 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS 

In the course of a paper presented at the 
recently-held annual conference of the above 
Association, Major A. B. Mattinson, 0.B.E., M.C., 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Of Preston, said that as one 
who had kept cattle generally free from tuber- 
culosis for 28 years, and was intimately con- 
versant with the dairy industry, his considered 
opinion was that the maintenance of a profitable, 
tubercle-free dairy herd was for all practical 
purposes a commercial impossibility to-day. The 
principle of the tubercle-free herd was a correct 
one, but hope of its extensive attainment called 
for too much optimism, with future disappoint- 
ment. One could see little prospect of success 
for this scheme unless the State were going to 
take a much more active part in the control 
of bovine tuberculosis, and then only through 
the medium of large-scale local authorities. 

Major Mattinson said that he believed_ that 
about 12,000,000 more gallons were sent in to 
the Milk Marketing Board in March than in March 
last year. It required no profound economic 
calculations to see the inevitable result of this 
glut which was deluging the country with un- 
wanted milk, the manufacturing price of which 
was an appalling drain upon the finances of 
the scheme. 

Mr. K. Neville Irvine said that there was one 
vaccine which was being used in nearly every 
European country except our own. It was not 
made in England, and under the Customs regu- 
lations it could be imported only under licence. 
As it was essential that the vaccine should be 
freshly prepared it was desirable that an English 
source of supply should be available. 
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The Chairman said it would be wrong for 
peopie to get the impression that the vaccine 
BCG had not been the subject of any work at 
all in this country. “ Behind the scenes—perhaps 
with British caution—there has been carried 
out a very large number of observations,” he 
said. “ The evidence is quite clear that BCG 
vaccine is in the first place harmless and it 
is efficacious up to a considerable degree.” 

The hardest part of the experimental work 
was that on which the observers were now 
engaged, referring to the permanency of the 
effect of the vaccine. 

a * +: 


* 48 ‘ He * 
R.S.P.C.A. ANNUAL MEETING 


Sir Robert Gower, M.p., chairman of the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
said at the annual meeting of the society in 
London, that they had been spending far too 
much money. 

Last year they exceeded their total income, 
including their legacy income, by over £10,000, 
and they had a heavy overdraft. He did not 
mean that the results had not justified the money 
spent, but they were living far beyond their 
income. The impression prevailed that they had 
large sums at their disposal, and were a wealthy 
society and did not need support. Unless they 
very materially increased their income it would 
not only be necessary not to extend their work, 
but also to restrict the work which they were 
carrying on at the present time. 

The financial report was adopted. 

The Chairman reported that during 1934 the 
society’s officers had investigated almost 30,000 
complaints, an increase of 2,000 over the pre- 
vious year. The number of cautions arising out 
of the complaints was 20,000, a decrease of 494, 
and the number of convictions had decreased 
by 616. This was proof that cases of brutal and 
outrageous cruelly were rapidly decreasing. 
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Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 
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GRUNTING IN HORSES 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—The recent correspondence upon grunt- 
ing in horses has been interesting. Are we to 
assume that the “ grunter” is now to be passed 
sound and can such a horse be sold at auction 
with the qualification “ good hunter ” without the 
risk of it being returned to the vendor? I seem 
to remember, years ago, such animals were 
returnable as “ Not fulfilling their warranty, 
having defective respiration, grunting at the 
=. I would be glad to know the exaet position 
o-day. 


* 


Very truly yours, 
Guy SvuTTON. 
165, Church Street, 
Kensington, W.8. 


July 6th, 1935. 








The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, the 


receipt of the following:— 


Communications from Professor J. Biely (Uni- 
versity of British Columbia), Messrs. W. E. Black- 
well (Towcester), G. K. Buckler (Macclesfield), 
Major Frank Chambers (Wolverhampton), 
EK, F. Jardine (St. Kitt’s), Professor W. Kearney 
(Dublin), Mr. R. H. Lambert (Dublin) and Mr. 
Q. Stinson (Appleby). 

Reports of meetings of the following Divisions, 
N.V.M.A., from their respective Hon. Secretaries: 


























By means of clinics the society last year : ; 5 1. Si 
attended to 185,000 suffering birds and animals— Lancashire; Lincolnshire and District; Royal 
an increase of 25,000 on the previous year. Counties; Western Counties. 

Diseases of Animals Acts 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS 
| Foot- i |! 
Anthrax. and-Mouth } Parasitic§ Sheep | Swine 
Disease. Mange. Scab. | Fever. 
| Animals } Out- | 
| slaugh- | breaks 
_ Out- | Out- tered as | reported Out- | Out- | Swine 
Period. breaks | Animals | breaks | diseased || by the} Animals|) breaks | breaks | slaugh- 
| con- attacked. | con- or ex- || Local |attacked.|) con- | _con- tered. 
_ firmed. firmed. posed to |/Authori- firmed. | firmed. | 
| infection. || ties. | 
} | ’ 
| No. | No No. No. No. No. | No. No. No. 
Period 16th to 30th June, 1935 i) 16 2 07 2 4 8 112 84 
Corresponding period in 
win 8 1] — — I 4 | 6 || 80 59 
1933 4 | 4 a —- 3 3 6 84 56 
1932 ; fT -% —_ — | l 2 1 || 74 41 
Total Ist January to 30th | 

June, 1935 eve coe «6©|:«6©6208—Ct—s«|:Cs 240 34 10,206 68 146 191 || 973 | 497 
Corresponding period in | | \ 

1934 ove eee eee 215 | 230 2 93 OC 86 141 338 } 824 | 500 
1933 ove eve eee 161 181 56 | 5,350 | 97 172 205 | “832 | 483 
1932 221 276 3 358 | 79 138 131 } 1,057 | 504 


Note.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 

















§ Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses, 





